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Procession and Sacred Landscape
in New Mexico
Sylvia Rodriguez

·processions, pilgrimages, and parades belong to a genre of human ritual
behavior that involves symbolic discourse through spatial practice. Like
dance, this genre is spatial and kinesthetic. But these movements oflinearly ordered bodies and artifacts through culturally mapped space differ from dance
in that they tend to be more indexical (referring to context) than expressive.
Their role is to reference a relationship between those in the procession and
the specific topography and campo (countryside), vicinity, terrain, or territory
through which they pass. And even while they enact communitas they embody
a division between those who process and those who watch. As cultural beings
we may take such everyday activity for granted. But from an ethnographic
standpoint a procession, parade, march, or pilgrimage is not only an observable
behavioral event, it is also a complex communicative text. Such cultural texts
are in some sense about those who perform them, and they symbolically encode people's collective relationship to the place where they live.
This article examines the northern New Mexican folk-Catholic tradition C'f
religious procession. Processions are related to but distinct from pilgrimages
and parades, which are also common practices in New Mexico. Like pilgrimages, processions are religious in nature, whereas parades and marches tend to

Sylvia Rodriguez is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico.
She is the author ofThe Matachines Dance: Ritual Symbolism and Interethnic Relations in the
Upper Rio Grande Valley (University of New Mexico Press, 1996).
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be civil and secular events. Pilgrimages and processions ritually inscribe a circuit or pathway around or through a territory sacralized by constructed sites
such as altars, oratorios (built shrines), chapels, churches, camposantos (cemeteries), moradas (Penitente chapter houses), calvarios (large crosses), and
sometimes descansos (smaller crosses commemorating a deceased individual).1
Procession has received less scholarly attention than pilgrimage, which is
discussed at length by anthropologist Victor Turner and others. 1 Although the
two practices share features in common, there are nonetheless important
differences between them. Pilgrimages tend to be longer and more arduous
undertakings than processions, and they enact a spiritual journey from one
location to a distant and more sublime one. They may include a series of
intermediate sites for meditation and rest. Processions are shorter devotional
circuits that soon return whence they departed, usually a chapel or church.
They traverse and thereby symbolically enclose a specific terrain. Participants
may carry sacred objects, such as a rosary, candle, censer, cross, banner, or
statue or image of a saint. Although the prayerful and transformative act of
pilgrimage implies a return home, the journey's destination typically receives
primary emphasis. Recession, on the other hand, is an equal part of procession. Whereas pilgrimage travels beyond the familiar and the local, procession ritually circumscribes one familiar place. In New Mexico as elsewhere
in the Catholic world, procession and pilgrimage are spatial events that occur within a temporal framework or religious calendar based symbolically on
the life and passion of Christ and the lives of saints.
The focus of this study is the procession of San Isidro held in Los C6rdovas, a small community near Taos located within the San Francisco de
Assisi Parish seated in Ranchos de Taos. The case of the Los C6rdovas-San
Isidro tradition will be considered in some detail to explicate the role and
significance of procession within one particular sociocultural, historical, and
ecological setting. Similar traditions are reported for other New Mexican
communities.

Los Cordovas
Los C6rdovas was established during the eighteenth century along the old
road to Don Fernando de Taos. The community sits in the lower Rio Grande
del Rancho watershed downstream and northwest from Ranchos de Taos,
and near a concentration ofsprings south of the confluence of three tributaries including the Rio Pueblo de Taos. The area, known for its high water table
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and rich pasturelands, resides near the bottom of a valley or microbasin that
begins several miles to the southeast above the village ofTalpa. The old placita
of Talpa sits on the upper banks of the RIO Chiquito near its confluence with
the RIO Grande del Rancho. These streams are the two arms of the upper or
mountain reaches of the RIO Grande del Rancho watershed. The valley opens
out from the foothills at Talpa into the long, ample, arable expanse that drains
northwestward into the lush meadows of Los Cordovas. West of Talpa and
south of Ranchos lies the settlement of Llano Quemado served by the southernmost and possibly longest ditch in the Taos basin, the Finado Francisco
Martfnez. The RIO Grande del Rancho watershed contains five communities,
each with its own ditches, chapels and oratorios, camposantos, and procession
routes (Cordillera shares these with Los Cordovas; see map 1).
Today the RIO Grande del Rancho watershed is more or less coextensive
with the San Francisco de Assisi Parish, whose famous, much-photographed
mission church defines the Ranchos plaza. Saint Francis is one of three Catholic parishes in the Taos basin, the other two being N uestra Senora de Guadalupe based in the town of (Don Fernando de) Taos, and the Santfsima Trinidad
based in Arroyo Seco, both located near plazas. The original parish in the Taos
Valley was San Geronimo at Taos Pueblo, which served as parish seat until
1826, roughly twenty-five years after the Guadalupe chapel was built in town. 3
The Ranchos church, completed by 1815, also originally belonged to the San
Geronimo Parish, and then to Guadalupe, and finally became a separate parish in 1937. The modern Guadalupe Parish extends across the Rio Pueblo, Rio
Fernando, and lower Rio Lucero watersheds; the Holy Trinity Parish embraces
the Arroyo Seco, upper RIO Lucero, RIO Hondo, and San Cristobal valleys or
water~heds. Each parish contains a mother church and several chapels, usually located near camposantos and occasional moradas that serve the populations of the nucleated and dispersed communities that became the Taos
multicommunity during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,4
This larger basinwide system or constellation ofwatersheds, settlements; and
parishes will be returned to later.
Los Cordovas has celebrated the feast day of San Isidro on 15 May for as
long as anyone can remember. Today the celebration involves a novena or
nine-day prayer ceremony that culminates on the feast day with an evening
mass and procession of the saint's bulto (statue) along the road to bless the
fields. Sometimes a v{speras (vespers) or an evening prayer service, and a
procession are held on the penultimate night as well. San Isidro Labrador is
the patron saint of farming, portrayed in Catholic iconography as a man
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plowing with oxen and an angel at his shoulder, or alternatively the angel
does the plowing.' The vespers, mass, and procession are held in what locals
call the "new" San Isidro Chapel located on the road between Los C6rdovas
and Cordillera and built around 1961 by community labor on a plot of privately donated land. The preceding evening prayer sessions are held in the
homes of different parishioners, each of whom serves a buffet dinner to the
con'gregation afterwards. The chapel's bulto of San Isidro is transported from
one house to the next to spend a night and a day with each host family. The
event is organized by the mayordomos ofthe chapel, usually a married couple,
whose term of office begins and ends on Dfa de San Isidro, Prior to 1961 the
celebration took place in a private family oratorio located inside one corner
of the original enclosed placita of Los C6rdovas, roughly a mile to the southwest of the San Isidro Chapel. Back then, old timers recall, people prayed the
rosary every day during the months of May and June; so there was no novena,
just a morning mass, evening procession, and community fiesta. This fiesta
was depicted in Joseph Krumgold's children's book, And Now Miguel, which
became the basis for a Cold War-era State Department film having the same
title and starring the actual people. 6

Native Exegesis
The modern San Isidro celebration is described below in the words of two
lifelong participants, both women in their seventies. Their accounts cover
the same ground from slightly different perspectives. The first speaker helped
to lead the novena prayers for many years with her husband, until he died.
She outlines the basic structure of the event and explains her own part in the
endeavor:
Yeah, well, nine days before the fiesta we pray the novena each night.
We get together in different houses, each one. They offer the homes
for that. And we go to different houses. My husband and I pray[ed] the
novena for them for twelve years before he died, And we go to the
mayordomos, we go to different people, I've had it here at home a lot
of times, too. And then the last day we pray it for eight days out, I mean
that's nine days, then the vfsperas we do here in the church. That's the
day of the novena. We get together at the church and then we go out
in the procession with the santos on San Isidro's eve. And then the day
of the fiesta. The years before they used to celebrate the mass in the
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morning about ten, eleven the latest. But now they always do it in the
evening. 'Cuz a lot of the time the mayordomos, a lot of the people
work, you know, almost everybody nowadays work[s], so they do it in
the evening and it's real nice. We also go out in procession and the
mayordomos are honored, the outgoing mayordomos and the
incoming mayordomos. They present a gift to Father and to the Sisters
or to whoever helps, to the pray-ers, you know, the ones that pray the
novena and all that. They always presented us ~ith a little something,
it was, it's nice. I like it, I like it a lot. I didn't do it last year, my heart
was too broken to do it. I had just lost my husband and it was bad and
it's been sad. So I don't know.
Asked how long each prayer session lasts, she adds more detail:
Maybe about half an hour to pray it, and the singing and all that, and
then we ask, you know, the intercessions, we ask for God to bless the
people that offer their home, and we ask for all the people who have
died and things like that, and then they sing the San Isidro song, and
that's it. And then we just get together and have a party, have the eats.
Some houses-they go all aboard. They go more than others?
Her neighbor from Cordillera presents a similar version of the event:
We always have a novena for nine days before the fifteenth of May. We
usually have it at different homes of the different members of the
parish and particularly of the community of Los C6rdovas and
Cordillera. They host the novena for one night and then we have San
Isidro stay with us at night, and the next night he goes to another home
to be honored, and to be there for the novena the next night, and that
continues for eight nights. The ninth night, of course, we celebrate in
the Chapel of San Isidro, in between Los C6rdovas and CordilIera 8
One might wonder why people no longer primarily dependent on farming would continue at the millennium to celebrate the patron saint of farming. This is explained by one sixty-four-year-old parciante (ditch water-rights
owner and irrigator) ofthe Anderson/Spring/Drake ditch, which diverts water
from the Rio Pueblo but is located in Los C6rdovas:
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Oh they still believe in that, they still believe in their, well it's part of
their religion and ... San Isidro is the patron saint, even though he's
not, he might not be the patron saint for as much agriculture, he is still
remembered as the patron saint of all workers. And we might not be
working farms and fields as much but we're doing many other things,
you know. These days we're doing carpentry more, we're doing more
construction, plumbing, electrical you know, that's all labor and he's
the patron saint of all those people.
A career Air Force retiree, this man has participated in novenas, posadas (ritual
reenactments of Mary and Joseph's search for shelter in Bethlehem), and other
parish activities, and served as mayordomo in both the chapel and the main
church (Saint Francis de Assisi in Ranchos). He does this because, he says,
That's what I believe in, that's the way I was brought up and I consider
it to be very valuable to my heritage and myself, you know, it's part of
me. I traveled, I was away for a long time but it's never left me, it's
always remained a part of me. And I consider that whatever success
I had in my career I had it because of my upbringing in this regard. I
believe in it. It does me a lot of good.
His explanation of the tradition is illuminating:
The fact that they went out and paraded their patron saint through
their fields and all that was just a reflection of their belief in, well their
belief in their God and religion and Christ. And that nothing was
going to get done without that belief, you know. And I believe that's
why. And it's still done. Yeah, we still take our patron saint out through
the fields. 9
His sentence, "And nothing was going to get done without that belief, you

know," comes as close to summarizing the felt need for religion as any anthropologist is likely to find. Another parishioner from Los C6rdovas, who is the
mayordomo of the Tio Gervacio and Los C6rdovas no. 1 ditches, whose extended family owned the original oratorio de San Isidro, and who has also
served as mayordomo of the chapel, had this to say about why people continue to celebrate the novena, visperas, and procession:
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Well it's a tradition that has gone on for many, many years. And I think
it will keep us together. I think it will help us understand each other
and I think live peacefully.1O

Ethnographic Account
In 1996, in addition to interviewing numerous parishioners and parciantes
about the Los C6rdovas-San Isidro tradition, I participated in the novena including all evening sessions plus the vfsperas and procession. Participant observation, providing firsthand experience and knowledge ofthe event, informs my
analysis. Apart from confirming the parishioners' accounts quoted above, it
offered insight into the social and interpersonal dynamics ofthe event, and into
its experiential dimension, where much of its affective power lies. The novena
is an intensely religious and social affair that builds through successive days
towards crescendo in the vfsperas, mass, and two processions.
My ability to participate was dependent on several factors that should be
mentioned, although their reflexive aspects and implications will not be pursued here. The most salient is that I am a native ofTaos raised in the N uestra
Senora de Guadalupe Parish and am genealogically "wired" into the Taos
multicommunity through my father's extended family. Thus both I and my
family are known to virtually every adult who participated in the novena. My
entree into the Los C6rdovas celebration was also sanctioned by and undertaken
at the behest ofthe Taos Valley Acequia Association (TYM), a federation ofsixtyfour acequia associations in the Taos Valley. Our mutual interest was to investigate the role of religion in the community life and identity of parciantes. I am
grateful to the sponsors and participants in the novena who graciously allowed me
to join in this powerful and moving devotional celebration.
The novena began on'Wednesday, 8 May, and concluded on Saturday, 18
May. It lasted an extra day, I was told, because the visiting priest was only available to conduct the mass on the eighteenth. The format of the nine evenings
of novena involved a prayer session of roughly forty minutes, followed by a
potluck buffet dinner. The event began at six and was usually over by about half
past eight. The final two evenings consisted ofvfsperas, a mass, and processions
held at the chapel. The two bultos of San Isidro, an old wooden one gessoed
and painted and a newer one of cedar, were taken out ofthe chapel on the first
day and housed for twenty-four hours at the home of each host family. They
were transported to a different home each night after the service, where the host
family prepared an altar with candles to be used the following evening. On the
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last two evenings, the saints were returned to the chapel for the vfsperas,
where they were entregados (handed over) from the outgoing to the incoming mayordomos.
The procession went along the road perhaps a quarter of a mile to the east
of the chapel on the penultimate night and about the same distance west on
the last night. The procession emerged from and returned to the chapel. The
mayordomos carried San Isidro, San Francisco, and/or a virgin (possibly
Nuestra Senora del Carmen from Llano Quemado or Nuestra Senora de San
Juan from Talpa). They were preceded by an altar girl or boy carrying a cross.
In 1996 a modern bulto was carried by the senior mayordomos followed by the
junior (novice) mayordomos carrying a religious banner inscribed with the
words, "San Isidro Labrador de Cordillera," the neighboring community where
they live. Next came the two sets of incoming mayordomos. Family and community members followed, singing alabanzas (hymns of praise) and praying,
and accompanied by a priest who swung a censer and chanted alongside.
On the last night the santo was entregado from the outgoing to the incoming mayordomos. The entriega del santo is a ritual procedure in which the
two couples proceed toward each other along the aisle and bear the saint
from the altar toward the back of the church. They meet in the middle and
formally hand over the saint and exchange places, placing rosaries over each
others' necks. An entrega or entriega is sung by the congregation following
xeroxed booklets with familiar lyrics. As usual, the version sung in 1996 specified the two couples' names.
Each evening session was marked by a combination of formal ritual and
informal social conviviality and commensality. The ethos of the celebration,
with cumulative intensity over the actual eleven-day period, was one of
warm, upbeat Christian community and mutual engagement in the serious
business of group devotional practice.
During this period several things going on in the general Taos area affected the lives ofparticipants and comprised the larger context within which
the religious celebration took place. This climate of events influenced the
mood and focus of the novena and became part of the world to which peoples' prayers responded and were addressed. At the time the drought of 1996
was approaching crisis conditions during the month of May, when two major forest fires erupted in northern New Mexico. One had started on Cinco
de Mayo in San Cristobal, about twenty miles north ofTaos. The fire was still
burning when the novena began the following Wednesday, and throughout
the next two weeks the atmospheric conditions around Taos were permeated
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with a yellowish haze created by the smoke and dust storms stirred up by the
dry spring winds. A fire alert proscribed outdoor fires throughout the county.
May is the month when farmers prepare their fields for cultivation, and
some acequias or ditches are still undergoing their annual cleaning. The Acequia Madre del Rio Lucero, for example, was cleaned on 9 and 10 May. Apparent to all was that the normal spring runoff would be severely diminished,
and ditch officers throughout the Taos Valley were already anticipating the
need to apply their respective customary measures for allocating water during times of scarcity. In some communities, such as San Crist6bal or in Lower
Las Colonias, there would be almost no water at all.
May, known to Catholics as the month of Mary, is also a time of intense
religious activity. Within the same parish of San Francisco de Assisi for example, in the neighboring community of Llano Quemado, rosaries are held
throughout the month in the Chapel of Nuestra Senora del Carmen, and
there are observances to the Virgin in other parishes as well. For Mother's
Day, 12 May, the Guadalupanas sponsored a seventeen-mile walk or pilgrimage from the village of Las Trampas to the Santuario de Chimay6. About
three hundred people from across the state participated, including individuals active in the San Isidro novena in Los C6rdovas. One woman made the
walk and then rushed back to attend the novena. A few days later she and her
husband hosted the novena at their home.
Virtually all families that hosted an evening prayer and meal were related
either by blood or marriage (or bot~) and were also neighbors. Given that
proximity, everyone who participated in any aspect of the celebration was
known to the others and embedded within larger kinship networks that extend through and beyond Taos. In addition to Los C6rdovas, celebrants came
from other communities along the Rio Grande del Rancho as well as from
the adjacent lower Rio Fernando and Rio Pueblo watersheds, all of whose
waters flow together not far from Los C6rdovas. The community of active
participation was approximately two hundred people. The evening groups
ranged between a dozen adults and eight children to over twenty adults and
a dozen children. On most nights one or two parish nuns also participated,
and one evening the priest from the Holy Trinity parish visited. On the final
two nights there was standing room only in the chapel.
Depending on who happen to be the mayordomos, a different combination of personal kin networks is activated in any given year. In 1996, for example, four of the nine nights were hosted by a mayordoma and her parents
and two sisters, all of whom have served as mayordomos before. The first

10?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER I

night of the novena was hosted by her sister, who lives next door. The mayordoma and her husband were hosts on the fourth night, her parents hosted on
the sixth, and another sister and her husband, incoming mayordomos for the
following year, hosted on the seventh. Her elderly prima (cousin), a leader in
local or parish/watershed traditions, hosted on the third. This woman, whose
account (no. 2) is quoted above, was in charge of lay liturgical dimensions of
the celebration such as selection of the hymns and prayers and their proper
execution during the prayer services. The fifth night was hosted by an elderly
couple who had been mayordomos in the past and proillinent in the extended
custodial network of this tradition. (The wife belongs to the family featured in
the 1950S book and film, And Now Miguel.) Many ofthe men in these families
have also served as ditch officers over the years and still do so, just as some have
belonged to the moradas in Ranchos or Talpa. The eighth night was hosted by
the other mayordoma's parents, who had been mayordomos the previous year.
All but one session was held in Los C6rdovas or neighboring Ranchitos. The
point to emphasize here is not that the community ofparticipation is exclusive
but rather that it exhibits extreme social density, for the people involved are
interrelated in multiple ways through protracted time.
There are several extended families active and closely identified with the
Los C6rdovas- San Isidro tradition. All include active parciantes. Indeed, the
same people who irrigate tend to be those who carry the saints in procession
along the fields, ditches, and circuits to sacred sites located within a larger
topography of hydrographic meaning and reference (see below). In 1996 the
two pairs of mayordomos were couples who were in their forties, whose children, parents, grandparents, and other kin were also involved, and who, in one
case, had served before. During the year these mayordomos also serve several
times in the mother church of San Francisco de Assisi on a rotating basis with
other chapels.
Mass is held every third Thursday in the San Isidro chapel. Its mayordomos
assume primary responsibility for organizing the novena and vfsperas de San
Isidro, which requires a great deal ofwork and some expense: On the back wall
ofthe chapel hang plaques bearing the names ofall the mayordomos who have
served over the years, going back to the construction of the building in 1961.
Mayordomos clean the chapel, tend the saints, prepare the altars, arrange and
facilitate the nine-day lineup ofhosts (including themselves) as well as the mass
and processions, print and distribute the song and prayer booklets, and take
care ofthe countless details such cultural productions involve. Not unlike service on the ditch, being mayordomos in the church involves responsibility and
personal sacrifice that confer a modicum of status after the fact. Participation
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in religious ritual is personal while it simultaneously submerges the individual within a collectivity that makes itself into a self-identified community
precisely through the mechanism of ritual activity.
A progressive ritual like a novena requires a sustained organizational and
cooperative effort that, by virtue of its format, promotes an intensifying and
ultimately cathartic sense of immersion in religious experience and religious
community. Participation in any single portion, such as a prayer session,
vespers, Mass, or the procession, can be a compelling, impressive, persuasive
experience in itself. Participation in multiple sessions or, especially, the
entire sequence represents a significant commitment of time and engages
each participant in the process at a personal level. The cumulative effect has
powerful and important psychophysical, emotional, and social dimensions.
As any student of religion knows, repetitive prayer inculcates patterned
meaning by hypnotic means and is a primary mechanism by which Catholicism as well as all other organized religions entrain devotees from an early
age. Group prayer embodies the social nature of religious activity and affirms
bonding and reciprocal commitment among participants. One can see how
a ritual event like the San Isidro novena works to promote interpersonal connection and social solidarity, and to link this immanent sense of community
to a larger moral-religious purpose. The process also inscribes and traces a
connection to place-one particular place.

Procession and Place
The San Isidro procession in Los C6rdovas inscribes the lower zone of the
Rio Grande del Rancho watershed just above its confluence with the Rio
Pueblo de Taos. As noted above, the distinctive character ofthis area is a high,
spring-fed water table and lush pasture and meadowland. Los C6rdovas sits
in what amounts to the "delta" of the Taos basin near the confluence of both
the Rio Grande del Rancho and the Rio Fernando with the larger Rio Pueblo.
This delta comprises the topographical vortex of the Taos basin drainage into
which a total of six river systems flow. Below the confluence and across the
Rio Pueblo, there is an old oratorio and camposanto known as Piedras Negras,
probably in reference to the basalt boulders along the arroyo. Piedras Negras
marks the boundary between Lower Ranchitos and Los C6rdovas. Thus as a
locale, Los C6rdovas must be seen not only in relation to its own watershed
but also in terms of its strategic placement within the larger basinwide system.
The same is true of every community in the basin.
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The modern procession route extends perhaps a quarter of a mile in either
direction along Road 240, where the San Isidro chapel is located about halfway
between Los C6rdovas and Cordillera. The capilla (chapel) and road are surrounded by meadowlands, fields, yards, acequias, and houses. Before 1960,
when visperas were held in a family chapel in the old placita, the procession
moved along another road through fields and over acequias in that neighborhood. Although the precise location and route of the San Isidro procession
have changed over the generations, the landscape it inscribes contains the
same elements: fields, springs, ditches, homes, corrals, yards, camposantos,
chapels, moradas, and oratorios. The procession symbolically encircles natural and cultural features of the local environment, linking built structures
with bodies of water in a network of community-family-parish-campo sacralized space.
The middle and upper zones of the Rio Grande del Rancho watershed are
as interesting and complex as the delta, and indeed all three must be seen as
parts of a whole. Cordillera strings along a crosscutting ridge just above Los
C6rdovas. The middle valley contains one morada plus the famous San Francisco church of which people in Ranchos are so proud and which they replaster every spring. The upper valley holds Talpa with two original chapels
and two moradas plus the deposito (reservoir) built in 1930. Llano Quemado,
with its chapel ofNuestra Senora del Carmen, runs along the southern rim.
According to William Wroth, two "sister" chapels were established in Talpa
(first known as Rio Chiquita and founded on its banks) during the second quarter of ~he nineteenth century, named for the shrines and then-famous Mexican
pilgrimage sites of Our Lady ofTalpa and Our Lady of San Juan de los Lagos,
both located in Jalisco state. Today only the second chapel survives, whereas
the first, also known as the Duran chapel, has fallen into ruins, although its altar
screen and bultos are displayed in the Taylor Museum in Colorado Springs.
Wroth asserts that the Our Lady ofTalpa chapel was dedicated to the so-called
Penitente Brotherhood and served as an important site along the Good Friday
procession. He also claims that the chapel was established on a sacred site, for
under the altar there were two small holes containing a moist holy dirt believed
to have curative properties much like the famous pocito (spring) in the Santuaria de Chimay6. He notes that the chapel ~as involved in a San Isidro Day
procession. II Wroth's description suggests either that the upper and lower portions of the Rio Grande del Rancho watershed each had its own San Isidro
procession or that the Los C6rdovas procession once reached into the upper
valley. The chapel ofNuestra Senora de San Juan de los Lagos is still active
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and remains an important site along the Good Friday procession route,
which starts and ends at the Saint Francis church and includes the chapel
and two moradas in Talpa.
In 2000 this procession traveled south along roads and acequias to the
chapel of Nuestra Senora de San Juan de los Lagos. From there it continued
to the Talpa or Rio Chiquito morada and camposanto, which sit right next to
the Talpa deposito. The Via Crucis or processional Way ofthe Cross proceeded
from the morada, up the embankment, and along the south end of the reservoir, where the stations of the cross were marked off, and the path led to a Calvario attended by a prayer group of hermanos (penitente brothers) and two

Veronicas (young girls dressed in black). A bulto of the Madre Dolorosa was
carried from the morada to the Calvario and Cristo Crucificado (crucified
Christ) for an enactmentofthe Encuentro between Mary and Jesus. After kissing or touching Christ's cross, each individual in the line of roughly 150 penitents (parishioners who participate in this procession are sometimes called

penitentes) followed the road along other acequias to the Nazareth or Nazareno
morada. There the procession circulated past a wooden cross in another camposanto. It moved on to the Ranchos morada and camposanto, which sit next to
a water storage tower built by the local Mutual Domestic Water Association.
From there the procession returned to the Ranchos placita and Saint Francis
church, where a service lasted for hours.
There are, of course, processions carried out in this parish for other feast
days and in other seasons of the religious calendar. The parishioners of Llano
Quemado walk in procession for Nuestra Senora del Carmen's feast day on

15 and 16 July. On the first evening the procession moves east towards the
mountains, and on the second night it goes to Ranchos for a communal
feast. II Another well-known example is the Las Posadas novena performed for
the nine nights culminating on Christmas Eve, a ritual reenactment of Mary
and Joseph's search for shelter in Bethlehem. It starts each night with the
novena at the Saint Francis church and proceeds, with the people carrying
lighted candles and singing and praying, to the home of parishioners who
offer pastries and hot drinks to the crowd. Processioners include a man and
woman who represent and carry the statues of Mary and Joseph. They are
chosen each night on the basis of who in the congregation comes from farthest away. By Christmas Eve, several families have given overnight posada
to the bultos and served a repast to the devotional community, not unlike
what occurs during the San Isidro novena.
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Each church, chapel, and morada has its own patron saint and bultos or
statues that are carried in processions. At least one annual funci6n (celebration) is performed in each capilla for its patron's feast day, following the format of vfsperas, mass, procession, and community repast. Each chapel has its
own mayordomos who take care of the saints and the chapel and serve periodically in the parish mother church as well. For some celebrations like San
Isidro, the saint visits or stays overnight in someone's home. Bultos from each
chapel are also carried in procession at the mother church for the parish feast
day. Thus on 12 December, the Dfa de Guadalupe, for example, a bulto from
each chapel within that parish is taken to the main church in town to be
carried in procession around the churchyard. This occurs as well in the Saint
Francis and Holy Trinity parishes for their feast days. Bultos from each chapel
may also be carried or used on Good Friday to enact the Encuentro between
Jesus and Marfa Dolorosa. The point here is that each settlement or placita
is defined in terms of its chapel and patron saint, households, families, morada(s), camposanto(s), and acequias. Processions are expressions of these
individual community identities as well as enactments of the interconnection and interdependency among them. They demonstrate these relationships by physically transporting sacred objects from one locale to another.
Processions. are ritual inscriptions of place. They resacralize the space they·
pass through, a landscape defined by built structures including holy sites.
Processions confer and enact meaning in relation to specific sites, both acceding to and exceeding the boundaries of mutual distinction they share with
their neighbors.

Sacred Topography
A procession traces a specific path in space and constructs meaning in relation to the particular territory it traverses. This territory is marked by the material transformations wrought by human habitation. An annual procession
reinscribes its pathway of spatial extension through a mapped cosmos. The
coordinates 9f this map (or features by which correspondence is established
between the physical geography and a cultural model of it) are the material
artifacts and infrastructure ofhuman habitation: acequias, roads, fields, houses,
placitas, cemeteries, kivas, chapels, and shrines. Dating variously from aboriginal, historic, and modern times, such archaeological and architectural
structures still in use are evident throughout the Taos basin. These formations have coalesced primarily around or in relation to water sources: streams,
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springs, lakes, and meadows. Water sources are the key foci in the sacralized
cultural landscapes ofaboriginal, historic, and living populations. In both Tiwa
and Hispano world views, these include the same hydrological, techno-economic, and symbolic kinds oflocale: springs, lakes, streams, ditches, reservoirs,
fields, buildings, burial grounds, and shrines. Chapels, churches, and graveyards are-artifacts of European settlement, found in Indian pueblos and Hispanic villages alike.
This section focuses on the sacred or sacralized sites located throughout
the upper, middle, and lower reaches of the RIO Grande del Rancho watershed. They belong to a system of meaning comprised on the one hand of
northern New Mexican folk Catholicism and on the other by the discernible
relationship between this network of symbolic sites and the particular landscape-or hydroscape- it inhabits and inscribes. Taken as a whole, this water-shed, like each of the others, constitutes a land~capelhydroscape sacralized
or made sacred from the standpoint of those who have endowed it with such
meaning through generations of cultural discourse and practice. Its significance can be analyzed from an ethnographic perspective that looks first at
emic or native meaning.
The idea of a sacralized landscape is popularly associated with site-specific
Native American religious beliefs and practices, but a landscape and its features can have religious meaning for other people as well. Although the ways
in which TiwalPueblo and Spanish-speaking peoples sacralize their environment in the Taos basin or Rio Arriba region differ in several important respects, both groups have over the centuries endowed their habitats with
cultural meanings and inscribed their landscapes with structures, offerings,
and ritual practices. Many, if not most, such ritilal practices are believed by
those who enact them to maintain, restore, or ensure harmonious relations
between community members as well as with the divine force controlling
ilature, life, and death. The novena and procession for San Isidro performed
by parishioners and parciantes in the lower RIO Grande del Rancho watershed represents one revealing and prominent example, which is nonetheless
neither unusual nor unique.
The sacralized landscape ofthe RIO Grande del Rancho watershed can be
described in 'terms of its physically constructed sites, for which I will propose
two distinct but interrelated orders: the acequia structure and the folk-Catholic nexus ofholy sites. The acequia structure or infrastructure includes all the
ditches, headgates, desagiles (drainage channels), ponds, canoas (flumes),
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and other humanly constructed hydraulics of the local habitat. They are oriented to and inseparable from the natural hydrology of streams, springs, lakes,
and meadows. The acequia system is the hydraulic infrastructure ofthe Spanish-colonial and Spanish-Mexican agropastoral subsistence economy that
developed in northern New Mexico during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. As both a physical and an organizational structure, the complex is
a central part of the technology by which the greater Taos multicommunity
became agriculturally self-sustaining and economically productive. Each
watershed and river has its own independent system of ditches, but these systems become interlinked across adjacent watersheds where some lands are
irrigated by waters from more than one tributaryY
The nexus of folk-Catholic holy sites includes all present and past chapels, moradas, oratorios, camposantos, calvarios, and procession routes, and,
of course, the Saint Francis mother church. I examine the mutual coexten-·
sion of these two orders as well as the main organizing features of each by
means of expository cartography. This involves the use of maps to explain
how these two orders are distinct yet related aspects of a sin'gle system. The
relationship between them is demonstrated by conceptualizing each order
separately and then considering them together. The infralevel is the river
system and entire complex of hydraulic works thro~ghout the watersbIed
based on the State Engineer's Hydrographic Survey and the TVM map of
the Taos Valley acequia system.
The next level is the folk-Catholic nexus of holy sites located within the
Sari Francisco parish and coextensive Rio Grande del Rancho-Rio Chiquito
watershed. The two orders exist in strategic and meaningful relationship to
one another. Their juxtaposition and relationship are shown in map 1. This
is not to say that these two orders were originally planned or laid out in conscious, deliberate relationship to one another, or even that parishioners and
parciantes will articulate or necessarily confirm any such relationship. Rather,
. this relationship is demonstrable through ethnographic analysis. The spatial
codistribution ofhydraulics and holy sites in the parish-watershed is directly
attested by processional behavior. The precise routes and calendrical and
ritual details of processions may have changed over the generations, but
parishioners in this as well as neighboring parishes and watersheds in the
Taos Valley still carry their saints around outdoors along symbolically designated pathways. They do this for numerous feast days throughout the year,
including the centrally important activities of Holy Week.
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Water and Sanctity
One must emphasize that the case for a strategic and meaningful relationship
between local hydraulics and a nexus of holy sites extends beyond any single
parish or watershed to include the entire Taos basin and other microbasins in
the Upper Rio Grande Valley. Indeed, the full significance of the Los C6rdovas-San Isidro ritual complex becomes apparent only when its positi.on
within ever larger contexts is taken into account. Thus from the standpoint of
the entire multiple watershed system, the location of the San Isidro Chapel
near the confluence of three rivers, at the delta or hydrological "vortex" of the
Taos basin, seems especially important. Just as the premier-or at least the most
famous-sacred site of Taos Pueblo religion is Blue Lake or the source ofthe
Rio Pueblo de Taos, so too does a premier sacred site in the religion of
parciantes happen to be the confluence ofthat same river with several others. 14
The folk-Catholic nexus of holy sites and hydraulics discussed in these
pages is but one of the cultural systems that inhabits the Taos Valley. The
other older, indigenous system of ritual topography, that of Taos Pueblo, occupies the upper Rio Pueblo watershed and differentially maps the same geographical terrain. These two systems or cultural landscapes are separate yet
historically intertwined, interdependent, complementary, and coevolving
cultural systems that together comprise a larger system traceable through
time. Each sacred topography relates waterways and water sources to a network of holy sites including shrines, and in the case of Catholics, churches,
chapels, camposantos, moradas, oratorios, calvarios, and descansos. For
them, this relationship is enacted through procession and other ritual practices, which change through time as the setting and conditions evolve.
The greater Taos basin system encompasses a mix ofpast and present, attenuated as well as living-and therefore ever changing-ritual practices and
physical structures. These include processions and the sacred sites they circumscribe and link. It is important to emphasize both the plasticity and the
persistence ofthis multicommunity constellation. Today's parish seats, boundaries, and exact procession routes differ from those of the eighteenth or nineteenth centuries, but the overall system of ritual practices linked to holy sites
persists in vital and resilient form. Today three parishes encompass eighteen
communities located in eight adjacent watersheds or river valleys that drain
into the central Taos basin. Each of these communities has its own chapels,
camposantos, descansos, calvarios, shrines, and procession routes, and, in some
cases, its own morada(s).'; This nexus of sites north of the Rio Grande del
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Rancho watershed is shown in map 2. The geographic, hydrological, social,
cultural, economic, practical, and genealogical interconnections among
these communities are symbolically enacted and expressed through religious
activities based in the parishes. Folk religious practices including processions
may change through time, but they continue to express very localized attachments to specific places.
Worth pointing out is that of fifteen still extant and active churches and
chapels in the Taos basin, at least nine are dedicated to holy patrons often
associated in one way or another with water. These include San Isidro, San
Antonio, and manifestations of the Virgin Mary. San Isidro is linked to water
not only because he is a farmer but also, for example, by the story in which
he strikes the ground with his staff and a spring gushesforth. San Antonio de
Padua is one of New Mexico's most popular saints. Portrayed iconographically as a Franciscan carrying the Holy Child, he is considered a protector of
animals and commonly petitioned fqr help in finding lost things. His purview
would seem to include water. Processions in his honor are not infrequently
made to water sources, for example, in Valdez (from chapel to river) or, to
pick an example outside Taos, in the community of San Antonio in the East
Mountain area near Albuquerque, where procession to a spring and community water source is associated with the Matachines Dance tradition. 16
Symbolic association of the Virgin Mary with water is a prominent theme
in Mariology. Three Taos basin chapel sites refer to her sorrowful mother manifestation, which besides attesting to the centrality of Holy Week in the religious
cycle, evokes water in the form of tears. Water associations are even more explicit in the case ofNuestra Senora de San Juan de los Lagos and La Pura y La
Limpia (or La Purfsima or Immaculate Conception) in Upper Ranchitos, an
area where water is abundant, and imagery joins the feminine with aquatic
purity. The Guadalupana's blue mantle symbolizes both water and sky. Wroth's
claim that the chapel ofOur Lady ofTalpa was established on a sacred site that
was once a spring corroborates another water connection.
Water is pervasive in folk-Catholic religious symbolism and practice in
northern New Mexico. It is a source oflife and the medium of blessing and
baptism. One formerly common practice was bathing in the streams, ponds,
or ditches first thing on Dfa de San Juan Bautista (John the Baptist), 24 June,
when all the waters were said to become pure. According to some this practice is no lOnger observed because the waters are polluted. In 1996 one ninetyyear-old man claimed otherwise and recalled his own experience:
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Sf banan. Sf se banan. Todavfa algunos se hacen. Pero en aquellos
tiempos mas antes era 10 primero que hacfa uno. Nomas se levantaba y
se iba uno a la 'cequia 0 al rfo y se metfa y eso, eso era uno de los
sistemas que tenfa mi padre y yo y mis hermanos. Y mis tfos la misma
cosa, y 'ondequiera, aquf mismos en La Cordillera; yo vivfa en Talpa. 17
The less well-known San Juan (or San Juan Nepomuceno celebrated on

16 May, the day after San Isidro), as Father Thomas Steele notes, is patron of
silence and secrecy for Penitentes and also the patron of irrigation. ls Water
and blood are linked in the often repeated saying agua es fa sangre de fa tierra
(water is the blood of the earth) and by the very term sangrias for acequias
(laterals) themselves. For parcianfes, this is fa sangre de Cristo (the blood of
Christ). The mountains above Taos are named not only for their red color at
sunset but for the holy aquatic sources of life they contain. In sum, each
procession is a kind of topographic inscription rite. These rituals are carried
out with reference to a dynamic, unbound cultural cosmology, mythology,
and ideology that we call northern New Mexican folk Catholicism. That
religious complex includes not only Catholic theology and hagiography but
a world view and moral economy.
Conclusion

The Taos Valley is a dynamic human ecosystem historically constituted by the
construction and operation ofan ingenious gravity-driven hyd~aulic infrastructure. The primary subsistence base for about three centuries, this infrastructure
is maintained through the practices and discourses ofthe population that built
it, and still owns and uses it. Religious beliefs, moral values, and ritual practices are integral to the operation and maintenance of this system. Although
the subsistence pattern of the people in question has changed dramatically
over the past half-century, the entire acequia culture complex remains integral to their social cohesiveness, economic welfare, sense of historical continuity, and moral-spiritual understanding of who and where they are.
Anthropologist Roy Rappaport proposed a theory of religion that attempts
to synthesize ecological and interpretive perspectives on the role of ritual in
human adaptation. 19 He suggested that humans developed ritual as a means
of communicating with themselves about themselves and their relation to
each other and to their environment. Traditional and especially nonliterate
societies use ritual to encode information including an ethic that culturally
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adapts them to their environment. Sacred rituals are the medium or setting for
the transmission of core values and regulatory messages. Every cultural system
represents an adaptation created an? modified over generations by people who
inhabit and move through a particular habitat; terrain, or territory.
Most of human history and prehistory is the story of what happens when
these systems come into contact and conflict with one another. Conditions of
contact create boundaries of difference. Boundaries may persist, harden, dissolve, intensify, and fluctuate through time. Today, all so-called primordial
systems are purely hypothetical for there are no people, cultures, or ritual practices that are not displaced, deterritorialized, and mediated by forces of global
postindustrial capitalism. The myriad human processes of rupture, diaspora,
and hybridity are what most anthropologists now study. We no longer speak of
culture as a unitary, bounded system tied to a stable population and locale.
Why then, today, is a deep, particular sense ofemplacement expressed by
means of procession? Scholars note two simultaneous, seemingly contradictory features of deterritorialized, transnational space: dissolution ofbounded,
geographically located, unitary, and historically continuous identities, and
heightened nationalism. 20 In Taos as elsewhere, people feel displaced from
some kind of imagined Edenic, premodern, and intactpiace. Those residing
on a longstanding or traditional land base claim and reclaim it through ritual
and secular activity. They feel threatened by prospective loss beyond those
already suffered under European and American conquests. Attachment to a
homeland implies displacement, exile, and loss. Natural, collective, and
place-based identity puts forth a durable, fragile, and defensive claim. What
developed historically in the Taos Valley were at least three distinct yet interactive, interpenetrating, competitive, and coevolving cultural landscapes.
Each group (Pueblo, Hispano-Mexicano, Anglo) maintains difference with
increasing self-consciousness. This study focuses oil one of them. Despite a
prevalent predilection to imagine each of these "systems" individually as an
. isolat~d entity unto itself, ultimately they must be understood as inseparable
components of a larger whole structured through time by relations of power
operating under changing ecological conditions.
Notes
I.

Not all sacralized sites are built structures, but we may say that they are symbolically
constructed. Sacred sites are differentially marked according to cultural group. For
example, many Native American shrines, including Pueblo, are natural areas, some-
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times near water, that are referenced in oral tradition and marked by ritual offerings
such as prayer sticks. Christian sacred sites tend to be marked by structures of some
kind. The folk-Catholic sacred sites focused on in this article are architectural struchires, with the exceptions ofcalvarios, descansos, and grotto or rock shrines. The latter
are found in various locales, often on hillsides, and are semipermanent features that
can be maintained for generations. Every active morada maintains a calvario, typically
a large white cross, on the nearest hillside. Rock shrines, featuring little rock walls
(unmortared) that shelter small crosses, statues of the Virgin Mary, candles, and other
offerings may be found on hillsides, often near calvarios. Calvarios and rock shrines
are sometimes erected and used by private individuals. A related form is the yard
shrine, usually a stone (mortared) nicho or niche, placed in the yard of a family residence, to contain a statue or image of the Virgin or a patron saint.
2. For example, see Victor and Edith Turner, Image and Pilgrimage in Christian Culture:
Anthropological Perspectives (New York: Columbia University Press, 1977), and Alan
Morin;s, ed., Sacred Journeys: The Anthropology of Pilgrimage (Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood Press, 1992). It should be noted that procession may define the linear
format or constitute one component ofa pilgrimage. Anthropological treatments may
implicitly distinguish or conflate procession and pilgrimage, but to my knowledge not
much attention has been paid to the problem of differentiating them analytically.
3. David Weber, On the Edge of Empire (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press,

199 6),23'
4. On multicommunity, see John Van Ness, "Hispanic Village Organization in Northern New Mexico: Corporate Community Structure in Historical and Comparative
Perspective," in The Survival ofSpanish American Villages, ed. Paul Kutsche (Colorado Springs: The Colorado College, 1979), 21-44; and Sylvia Rodriguez, "Land,
Water, and Ethnic Identity in Taos," in Land, Water, and Culture, ed. Charles Briggs
and John Van Ness (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987), 336.
5. San Isidro is a popular saint in New Mexico, and there a're numerous placitas and
capillas dedicated to him and celebrated with local ritual traditions. He is frequently
portrayed in New Mexican santero iconography. Two episodes from the life of San
Isidro familiar to Nuevomexicanos are the one in which the angel plows his field so
he may attend mass and another in which he strikes the ground with his staff and
water springs forth. See Thomas J. Steele, Santos and Saints: The Religious Folk Art
ofNew Mexico (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, 1974), 90, 131, 144, 151. Prayers, hymns,
legends, and processions for San Isidro or Ysidro are recorded by Lorin Brown for
Valdez, New Mexico, in Lorin Brown, Charles Briggs, and Marta Weigle, Hispano
Folklife in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978), 18587, and by Charles Briggs for Cordova, New Mexico, in "A Conversation with Saint
Isidore: The Teaching of the Elders," in Hispanic Arts and Ethnohistory in the
Southwest, ed. Marta Weigle, C. Larcome, and S. Larcome (Santa Fe: Ancient City
Press, 1983), 103-15. See also Charles Briggs, "St. Isidore Husbandman," El Palacio
87 (Summer 1981): 33-40.
6. Joseph Krumgold, And Now Miguel (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1953)'
7. Individuals whom I 'interviewed are referred to by their initials in order to protect
their identity and privacy. FT., interview by the author, 10 April 1996.
'
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8. C.S., interview by the author, 10 April 1996.
9. G.C., interview by the author, 12 May 1996.
10. C.v., interview by the author, 12 May 1996.
11. William Wroth, The Chapel of Our Lady of Talpa (Colorado Springs: The Taylor
Museum of the Coiorado Springs Fine Arts Center, 1979),26-3°.
12. Van Dorn Hooker with Corina A. Santistevan, Centuries of Hands: An Architectural
Histo'ry of Saint Francis ofAssisi Church (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1996), 102.
13. The history of the Taos basin acequia system has been documented by John Baxter
in Spanish Irrigation in the Taos Valley (Santa Fe: New Mexico State Engineer
Office, 1990). On acequia history and practice, see also Marc Simmons, "Spanish
Irrigation Practices in New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review 47 (April 1972):
135-50; Michael Meyer, Water in the Hispanic Southwest (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1984); Stanley Crawford, Mayordomo: Chronicle of an Acequia in
Northern New Mexico (New York: Anchor Books, 1988); and Jose Rivera, Acequia
Culture: Water, Land, and Community in the Southwest (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1999).
.
14. Blue Lake, a noted shrine in Taos Pueblo religion, nonetheless remains secret and
out of bounds to outsiders. Sporadic work by anthropologists plus testimony by Taos
elders for the Blue Lake legal case suggest that the Taos have numerous "shrines"
in their own watershed as well as others that surround the Taos basin. Blue Lake is
evidently one among several mountain-lake shrines that feed into the Rio Pueblo,
Rio Lucero, Rio Fernando, Rio Hondo, Rio Chiquito, and Rio Grande del Rancho.
Blue Lake's prominence in Taos religion derives from its location directly above
Taos Pueblo as its principle water· source. Springs and ponds in the middle and
lower Taos watershed are said to be connected to Blue Lake through underground
waterways including the Buffalo Pasture west of the Pueblo village and the now
defunct pond referred to by John Peabody Harrington as Lake of Night Springs
located below the old La Tuatah motel at the bottom of the hill south of the plaza
area. Although inimical to the rules ofTaos religion, it would be illuminating to try
to construct an ethnographic model ofTaos sacred topography through time. While
aboriginal and strictly ernie models must remain purely hypothetical, many elements of its historical development are potentially traceable through existing documentation and noninvasive observation. From around 1600 onward, the living Taos
Pueblo cultural landscape was responsive to and interactive with another cultural
landscape emergent from the collision between established and immigrant populations. See John Peabody Harrington, The Ethnogeography of the Tewa Indians,
Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology, no. 29 (Washington, D.C.:
GPO, 1916), 172-85; Elsie Clews Parsons, Taos Pueblo (i936; reprint, New York:
Johnson Reprint Company, 1970); Florence H. Ellis, "Anthropological Data Pertaining to the Taos Land Claim," in Pueblo Indians I, ed. David H. Horr, (New York:
Garland Publishing, 1974), 29-150; Harold H. Dunham, "Spanish and Mexican
Land Policies and Grants in the Taos Region, New Mexico," in Pueblo Indians I, ed.
David H. Horr (New York: Garland Publishing, 1974), 151-311; John J. Bodine, "Taos
Blue Lake Controversy," The Journal of Ethnic Studies 6 (Spring 1978): 42-48; and
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John J. Bodine, "The Taos Blue Lake Ceremony," American Indian Quarterly 12
(Spring 1988): 91-105.
15. Maps 1 and 2 do not show calvarios or descansos, which are too numerous and
comparatively transient sacred markers either to itemize or to map. Nor do they
indicate rock shrines such as those on the hillside above the Talpa morada. These
maps, prepared by Carol Cooperrider, do not include all of the acequias shown in
the originallVAA map. Structures designated as "defunct" with empty circles on
both maps refer to buildings no longer in existence or falling into ruin, or to inactive cemeteries. Structures that still stand are indicated by dark circles, although
their memberships may no longer be active. Such buildings, for example, are the
Las Cruces, Des Montes, and Upper Arroyo Hondo moradas. Modern parishes,
communities, and chapels in the central Taos basin are as follows:
I. Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe (Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish)
Don Fernando (Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe Church)
Taos Pueblo (San Geronimo Chapel)
Canon (Nuestra Senora de los Dolores Chapel)
EI Prado (Santa Teresa Chapel, formerly Nuestra Senora de los Dolores)
Upper Ranchitos (La Purisima Chapel)
Lower Ranchitos (San Francisco de Paula, defunct Chapel)
La Lorna (San Antonio Chapel)
Defunct moradas include Canon and Lower Ranchitos. Las Cruces, no longer active
but still standing and now owned by the Kit Carson Museum (recently renamed Taos
Historic Museums), is sometimes referred to as "Mabel's morada" because it is located
behind the Mabel Dodge Luhan estate. The San Francisco de Paula Chapel in Lower
Ranchitos is long defunct, and its precise location uncertain. Another building, once
a chapel but now converted to secular use, is located on the main highway in the
Placitas area between the Rio Pueblo and EI Prado.

II. San Francisco de Assisi (Saint Francis Parish)
Ranchos (San Francisco Church)
Talpa (Nuestra Senora de San Juan de los Lagos Chapel and defunct Duran
or Our Lady of Talpa Chapel)
Llano Quemado (Nuestra Senora del Carmen)
Cordillera (San Isidro Chapel)
Los Cordovas (San Isidro Chapel)
There are three active moradas, and one possible defunct morada in Llano Quemado, according to Harold Ottaway, "The Penitente Moradas of the Taos, New
Mexico Area" (Ph.D. diss., University of Oklahoma, 1975), 2+ I have been unable
to confirm this among elderly individuals living in the area. Hence the question
mark on map 1.
III. Santfsima Trinidad (Holy Trinity Parish)
Arroyo Seco (Holy Trinity Church)
Des Montes morada
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Valdez (San Antonio Chapel)
Arroyo Hondo (Nuestra Senora de Dolores Chapel)
Las Colonias (Santo Nino de Atocha Chapel)
San Cristobal Chapel (NOT SHOWN on map 2).
San Cristobal Creek does not drain directly into the Taos basin; it flows into the Rio
Grande several miles north of Arroyo Hondo. There are four extinct moradas (Des
Montes, possible patron San Ignacio de Loyola, still standing but now a private residence; Upper Arroyo Hondo, standing but also converted to a private residence;
Lower Arroyo Hondo and Valdez (both falling into ruin) and one active (Arroyo
Seco) morada.

16. Sylvia Rodriguez, The Matachines Dance: Ritual Symbolism and Interethnic Relations in the Upper Rio Grande Valley (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1996), 123-31:
17. Yes they bathe. Yes they bathe themselves. Some still do it. But in those times long
.' ago it was the first thing one did. One arose and went to the ditch or river and got
in and this, this was one of the systems my father had and me and my brothers. My
uncles the same thing, wherever, the same as here in Cordillera; I lived in Talpa.
R.P., interview by the author, 14 May 1996.
18. Steele, Santos and Saints, 188.
19. Roy Rappaport, Ritual and Religion in the Making ofHumanity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999)'
20. See, for example, Michael Kearney, "Borders and Boundaries of State and Self at
the End of Empire," Journal of Historical Sociology 4 (March 1991): 52-74; Arjun
Appadurai, "Global Ethnoscapes: Notes and Queries for a Transnational Anthropology," Recapturing Anthropology, ed. Richard G. Fox (Santa Fe: School of American
Research Press, 1991), 191-210; and Akhil Gupta and James Ferguson, eds., Culture,
Power, Place (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997)'

Fort Union and the Economy of
Northern New Mexico, 1860-1868
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint

F

or seventeen years, from 1861 to 1878, Fort Union and Union Depot funneled an unprecedented amount of cash to Hispanos of northern New
Mexico. During that period more than a thousand native New Mexicans
worked for U.S. Army assistant quartermasters at the Fort and Depot principallyas laborers and teamsters, as well as in other capacities. Many other
Hispanos supplied forage,' fodder, and other agricultural produce to the army
at Fort Union, either under direct contract or through middlemen.
Our goal in this study has been to detail the scope and volume ofthis flow
of cash into New Mexico's Hispanic community by specifying how many
Hispanos were in the employ of or had delivery contracts with the Fort and
Depot during the period and who they were. In addition, we provide data on
The research that resulted in this article was suggested by Harry C. Myers, former superintendent at FortUnion National Monument, and made possible through a grant from the Southwest Parks and Monuments Association. Staffs at both Fort Union National Monument and the
National Archives were extremely helpful in locating original documents and providing background sources.
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint are research faculty at New Mexico Highlands University in Las Vegas, New Mexico. In

2000

they completed work to preserve and make more

readily available the more than twenty-thousand-pages of Arratt's Fort Union Collection of
typed transcripts of official correspondence and reports relating to Fort Union and the Ninth
Military Department. The transcribed documents span the Fort's entire career and are now
available to researchers in seventy-one bound volumes housed in Special Collections at Donnelly Library on the Highlands University campus.
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their pay levels and employment capacities and contrast that information with
corresponding data for non-Hispanic employees and contractors. The picture
that emerges is one ofhundreds of Hispanic men seasonally drawing relatively
low cash wages as laborers at Union Depot, probably to supplement their traditional economic activities. Other hundreds had longer-term employment as
teamsters, employment which occasionally stretched over several years. Also,
there was a smaller number of Hispanic contractors who delivered corn, fodder, and hay to the Depot, a few ofwhom from time to time reaped handsome
returns supplying their agricultural products to the army.
Following U.S. occupation and annexation of the northern provinces of
Mexico in 1846, the u.s. Army established posts in several New Mexican towns
including Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Cimarron, Rayado, and Las Vegas. By 1851
federal authorities deemed the presence ofgarrisons in civilian settlements to
be disruptive of civil peace and military discipline as well as inconvenient for
execution ofthe army's evolving principal mission, defense ofthe territory from
hostile actions by various, principally nomadic Indian groups such as Apaches,
Utes, and Navajos. Accordingly, in July 1851 Bvt. Col. Edwin V. Sumner, the
newly assigned commander of the Ninth Military Department, ordered the
headquarters and principal depot moved from Santa Fe to a new fort on Wolf
(Coyote) Creek near the Mora River north of Las Vegas. The post, called Fort
Union, comprised a reservation ofeight square miles not far from the junction
of the Mountain Branch and the Cimarron Cutoff of the Santa Fe Trail. The
first fort structure built there in 1852 was constructed of peeled logs and could
accommodate a garrison of about 250 soldiers.
From itsbeginning in 1851 and continuing for three quarters of its forty-year
life, Fort Union was the hub of U.S. military activity in the Territory (and military Department or District) of New Mexico. For the first decade of its existence, the primary functions of Fort Union's troops were to control nomadic
Indians, protect traffic on the Santa Fe Trail, serve as departmental headquarters, and supply the five other posts in the department. l For nineteen years (18511853 and 1861-1878) the general supply depot for the entire military department
or district was located at Fort Union. From very early on Fort Union stimulated
the local cash economy in a major way with the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments purchasing millions of dollars of stores-flour, hay, oats,
corn, and beef, and building materials. In addition, the distribution of stores to
the far-flung posts in the department and construction of Union Depot itself
from 1863-1868 necessitated the hiring of hundreds of civilian employees'freighters and construction workers-nearly half of whom were New Mexico
natives from relatively nearby settlements.
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The outbreak ofthe Civil War in 1861 radically altered Fort Union's military
role. The installation became headquarters ofUnion defense ofthe Southwest
against invasion by the Confederacy, but the original fort had not been designed to withstand assault from a modern conventional army. Therefore, in
anticipation of such an eventuality, the Union Army constructed a large fortified earthwork, known as the Star Fort, across WolfCreek from the original fort
and moved the garrison and supplies there.
Seeking access to mineral wealth and an ocean port in California, a Confederate army - the Army ofNew Mexico -did invade New Mexico early in
1862. That force advanced up the Rio Grande Valley from Texas, overcame
U.S. Army opposition at Valverde, and planned to attack Fort Union. As the
Confederate Army moved from Santa Fe toward Fort Union, it met U.S. reg-·
ulars and volunteers from New Mexico and Colorado at Glorieta Pass. During the battle, the volunteers circled behind and destroyed the Confederate
supply train at Canoncito, resulting in rout of the army and its retreat into
Texas. The overall engagement, known as the Battle of Glorieta Pass and
often called the "Gettysburg of the West," effectively ended the Civil War in
the Southwest three years before fighting concluded in the eastern United
States. 2
Following the Civil War, Fort Union's role reverted to controlling nomadic Indians. With no further need for defense from a conventional force,
the Star Fort was obsolete. Between 1863 and 1867 the U.S. Army replaced it
with a sprawling adobe military compound covering approximately four
hundred acres and given over largely to supply functions and troop barracks. l
Great warehouses and transportation facilities dominated the new post. The
Fort furnished supplies for the abortive attempt to resettle Navajos at Bosque
Redondo during the mid 1860s. Until the ultimate defeat of the Comanches
in 1875, Fort Union was a base of punitive operations against that tribe as well
as against Apaches, Utes, and Kiowas.
With completion ofthe railroad to Las Vegas in 1879 and to Santa Fe in 1880,
Fort Union's location as a supply depot, miles from the rail line, became untenable. With the threat ofIndian hostilities gone on the Southern Plains, the
Fort was an anachronism. Largely reduced to a jail for military and Indian
prisoners, it continued to function with a shrinking garrison through the 1880s.
Finally, on 18 February 1891, the army transferred the Fort's final complement
of troops and prisoners to Fort Wingate in western New Mexico.
For seventeen years beginning in 1861, however, Union Depot was the
main engin~ of the civilian cash economy of New Mexico Territory.4 In that
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role, the Depot was a powerful agent in the ongoing transformation of the traditional economy of subsistence agriculture and barter into a predominantly
cash-dependent system, particularly in northern New Mexico. The Depot's
transformational role, however, was uneven. Peak activity lasted from the Depot's return to Fort Union from Albuquerque early in the Civil War until
completion ofthe third (adobe) Fort Union in 1868. During that time the Fort's
garrison reached its height at 1,600, as did the roster of the Depot's civilian
employees at nearly 600. The decades on either side, roughly the 1850S and
1870S, were times of much reduced local purchase and employment. In addition, the succession of assistant quartermasters in command of Union Depot
showed consistent preference for recent immigrants to New Mexico and
former soldiers over resident Hispanos as suppliers ofstores and as employees.
The rapid approach of the railroad to New Mexico terminated Fort Union's
mission as a general supply base for the department in 1878 and Union Depot's
role as the major employer and purchaser of supplies in the region.

Sources of Data
Published in 1861, Revised Regulations for the Anny stipulated, "All officers
and agents having money and property of the Department to account for, are
required to make the monthly and quarterly returns to the QuartermasterGeneral. ..." Those reports then had to be submitted on a quarterly basis to
the appropriate office in the Treasury Department for settlement of the accounts. 1 Of principal interest for this study are the required reports submitted monthly on Form 2, Report of Persons and Things Employed and Hired;
and quarterly on Form ll, Abstract A, Abstract of Purchases Paid; Form 13,
Abstract B, Abstract of Expenditures; and Form 15, Voucher to Abstract B, Pay
for the Period. 6 General Order No. 19, issued from headquarters in Santa Fe
on 15 July 1861, reiterated the required submittal of nine reports each month
from the Quartermaster's Departments at the posts throughout the Department of New MexicoJ Specifically mentioned in the general order is the
"Report of persons and articles employed and hired." This and other forms
were required to be submitted on a regular basis by the successive acting
assistant quartermasters who served at Fort Union and Union Depot.
Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the Treasury,
preserved in the National Archives, is a lengthy, if incomplete, series of the
forms submitted from Fort Union and all other army posts. Principally, the
documents researched in this study are located in Record Group 217, Entries
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730A and 730B, Quartermasters' Abstracts and scattered throughout its 314
archive boxes. In May of2000 we located in the National Archives ·149 reports
of payroll and purchases submitted by acting assistant quartermasters at Fort
Union and Union Depot from January 1860 through December 1868.8
With occasional gaps, the data obtained from these reports cover the entire 108-month period that is the focus of this study. Nevertheless, the data
remain fragmentary and incomplete. For instance, Abstracts B, Abstracts of
Expenditures, which report information on civilian payrolls, commonly list
aggregate payroll totals but do not list employees individually. Despite the
large amount of payroll data that exists, actual rosters of civilian employees
have been located for only six of the 108 months of the study period. Of those
six only three reflect employment at Union Depot. Thus, the most extensive
of those three reports, one submitted by Col. Herbert M. Enos for August
1865,9 takes on extraordinary significance in this study.lO With regard to reports on the purchase of quartermaster stores at Fort Union and Union Depot, there is reasonably thorough coverage from January 1860 through June
1866. After that time, though, we located only three reports within the period
of the study, and none dating from after April 1867.
Gaps and lacunae in the data make absolute quantitative summaries and
conclusions impossible with regard to civilian employment and purchase of
stores at Fort Union during the study period. Nevertheless, there is a wealth of
highly suggestive information about employees and contract suppliers, and the
degree to which native New Mexicans were included within the Fort's economic orbit.
Civilian Employment Levels

From guides and interpreters to clerks, carpenters, and teamsters the army
routinely hired civilians to perform nonmilitary tasks. This practice was especially the case in the storage and transportation of supplies. Thus, one would
expect to find a sizeable civilian work force at an important supply center such
as Union Depot. Indeed, in January 1867 the commander at Fort Union reported approximately one thousand employees at the Depot and Arsenal combined. 1I In light of the extant quartermasters' abstracts that may be an inflated
number. Nevertheless, the apogee of civilian employment at the Fort was
reached in the mid 18605. Nationwide economy measures undertaken by the
army mandated a reduction of those numbers to no more than 126 (including
the Quartermaster's Department at Santa Fe) by 1 July 1869.1Z
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The general trend in civilian payroll at Fort Union from 1860-1868 is apparent in figure 1. The chart reflects data from all surviving reports for both
Union Depot and Fort Union, although until June 1864 those data are heavily
skewed toward the post and thereafter toward the Depot. The survival of
records for the two has created this distribution. To render the general trends
clearer and to minimize the clutter of wide month-to-month fluctuation in
reported payroll, the data in figure 1 are presented as a three-month moving
averageY
From minimal payrolls, averaging just over $1,900 per month throughout
1860, the reports show a step upward with the return of the Depot to Fort
Union in 1861, when surviving payrolls for the third quarter averaged $10,500
per month. In the wake of the unsuccessful Confederate invasion of New
Mexico in the first half of 1862, payrolls at Fort Union again moved higher.
From April 1862 through December 1863 surviving civilian payroll data at the
Fort show an average outlay of just under $12,800 per month.
Construction of the third and final fort complex, including the very large
depot facility, began in 1863, but the effects on civilian payroll are not evident
in the surviving records until the summer 186+ At that point the civilian payroll took a quantum leap to a level from which it did not descend until mandatory work-force reductions began in late 1868. Leo Oliva has noted,
"Opportunities for employment at Fort Union increased when construction
of the new department depot began in 1862 [technically construction did not
begin until 1863] and continued until the third fort was completed in 1868."14
From July 1864 through April 1868 combined surviving payrolls of Union
Depot and Fort Union averaged over $29,100 per month. As summarized in
an 1889 report to the Quartermaster General in Washington, D.C., the following buildings were erected at the Fort during 1864 and 1865, just when this
remarkable increase in civilian payroll is first evident:
Company officers' quarters
Commanding officer's quarters
Infantry barracks
Military prison
Guard house
Field officers' quarters
Quartermaster's office
Subsistence office
Clerk's office
Mechanics' shops
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Quartermaster's storehouses
Ice house
Grain houses

l5

Numbers of civilian employees are, generally speaking, not evident in the
quartermasters' settlement records, for they report only total payroll amounts.
There are, however, six surviving employee pay rosters filed among those
records, three from Fort Union in 1860 and one from Union Depot in each
of the years 1865, 1867, and 1868. These few rosters list employees by name
and amount of pay. The rosters from 1860 indicate a very small civilian work
force at the post, perhaps no larger than thirty individuals in any month. 16
Significant employment of native New Mexicans at Fort Union did not begin until the district depot returned from Alququerque in 1861. For instance,
the three surviving lists of persons hired in 1860 show only three Hispanosall teamsters-in the Fort's employ.
During 1863, with post and depot construction underway, the monthly
count of civilian employees ranged from just over 200 to slightly under 400.
Spring of 1864 found the roster of civilian employees standing at 419 at the
Depot aloneY By 1865 the payroll at Union Depot had increased to 534. Hispanos comprised almost 60% of the civilian employees that month and received some b,930 in wages. IS
Leo Oliva, summarizing an October 1867 order from Lt. Col. Langdon
Easton to the Union Depot quartermaster, reports a maximum authorized
civilian payroll of 596 for the Depot at that time. 19 That level may never actually
have been reached, for Dist. Qm. Henry Inman's Report of Persons and Articles Hired for June 1867 lists only 160 civilian employees 20 In March of the
next year there were only 137 civilians on payroll at the Depot. Not only did the
total number of employees decline, but so did the Hispanic share of the work
force, standing at just 3-13% in June 1867 and 10.95% in March 1868. 21
Based on the settlement records examined in this study, the peak of civilian employment at Fort Union and Union Depot appears to have been in late
1865 and early 1866, despite the commanding officer's January 1867 report
referred to previously. Particularly striking among the quartermasters' reports
are those for October 1865 and February 1866, showing payrolls of$92,005.02
and $75,506.15, respectively. The October 1865 level was never approached
in any other-month on record, while payrolls roughly equivalent to the February 1866 total did occur one month each during 1864 and 1867.
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Characteristics of the Civilian Labor Force

From the quartermasters' settlement records we have compiled an aggregate
list of 1,053 civilians who were employed at Fort Union or Union Depot at one
time or another between January 1860 and December 1868. Missing reports
for both the Fort and Depot prevent the list from being exhaustive, but it
represents a large sample of the actual total of employees.
Because the aim of this study is to gauge the impact of quartermaster expenditures on the local Hispano economy ofNew Mexico, its focus is largely on
employees with Hispanic surnames. 22 Our concern here is with the 531 Hispanicsurnamed employees who make up 50-43% ofthe aggregate list (see appendix 1).
The distribution of those 531 workers by type of employment is as follows:
teamsters
laborers

2°4
108

contract freighters
guides
cooks

31

retrieval of livestock
court martial services

6

expressmen
herders

4
4

8
6

5

wagon repan
carpenter
mason
interpreter
notary public
contract supplier
apprehension of deserter
unspeci fie d

1
23

148

With the exception ofthe single mason and carpenter, the Hispanic-surnamed
employees whose occupations have thus been determined occupied the lowest salary levels among the Fort Union and Union Depot work force. The higher paying positions such as clerks, wagonmasters, blacksmiths, stonemasons,
and other skilled occupations all went to non-Hispanos. 24
Even among teamsters and laborers, Hispanos were mostly confined to
the lowest-paid positions, earning at the rate of $30 p,er month. Both teamsters and laborers were compensated on a two-tiered pay scale with a lower
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County
San Miguel
Taos
Mora
Santa Fe

1
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County of Origin of Hispanic Employees
of Fort Union and Union Depot

Number of
Hispanic Employees

County
Valencia
Dona Ana
Bernalillo
Total

Number of
Hispanic Employees

6
2

95

Sources: see appendix 1, and Bureau of Census, Eighth Census of the United
States: 1860 (Washington, D.C.: c.p.a., 1864), index.

rate of$30 and a higher rate of$35 per month. Nearly all Hispanic teamsters
and laborers were paid at the lower rate. 25 However, 146 of the 211 (69.19%)
non-Hispanic employees in those same jobs were paid over $35 per monthY'
Nevertheless, the several hundred Hispanic-surnamed individuals in the
employ of the Fort and Depot, earned substantially more than they would
likely have been able to in wage labor unconnected to the military. Susan
Calafate Boyle, for instance, reports a monthly wage of only $6-$8 for muleteers in New Mexico in the 1860s." At the same time even the lowest-paid
laborer received more than most noncommissioned officers in the army.28
The data on longevity of employment provided by the August 1865 roster
indicate that the work of laborers, involved primarily in construction, was
more seasonally restricted than that of teamsters. The longest employed Hispanic laborer had held his position only since March 1865, or just 6 months.
Meanwhile, fully 77 of the 107 Hispanic laborers employed in August 1865
had been on the payroll only 2 or fewer months. On the other hand, a number of teamsters enjoyed continuous employment at the Depot for many
months and even years. The teamster with the most longevity on the job was
a Felipe Sanchez, who, in August 1865, had been employed at Union Depot
for 40 months, or since May 1862 (almost from the transfer of the Depot to
Fort Union). At the time, 31 other Hispanic teamsters had been driving wagons for the Quartermaster Department for 15 months or longer. 29
Of the 531 Hispanos identified as employees of Fort Union and Union
Depot during the nine years covered by this study, we have been able to
identify the likely county of origin of95 through comparison of the aggregate
employee roster and the 1860 U.S. census index (see table 1).311 This comparison reveals that the great majority of Hispanic civilian employees (9°.52% of
those identified in this study) came from the four northern New Mexico
counties of San Miguel, Taos, Mora, and Santa Fe. The full distribution
generated by comparison of the two lists is shown in table 1..
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In sum, Hispanic civilian employees at the Fort and Depot constituted a
substantial group that traveled significant distances from their hometowns to
. work often for months at a time and to earn cash wages - modest by standards
outside New Mexico. It seems likely that most laborers and many teamsters
sought only to supplement their traditional livelihoods through work at Fort
Union. In these cases male members of households migrated seasonally to
work at the Fort or Depot, while other family members remained at home to
pursue traditional routines of farming and ranching. This employment cycle
maintained considerable continuity with earlier and ongoing practices in the
Santa Fe-Chihuahua and Missouri-Chihuahua trade, as well as with activities ofthe ciboleros (bison hunters) and comancheros (traders to Comanches
and other Plains Indians). Thus, employment at Fort Union probably did not
mark a significant departure from longstanding habits for many northern
New Mexico families, although the pay thus obtained was likely considerably
higher than in previous years. During the brief period from 1862 to 1866
hundreds of Hispanos took advantage of the opportunity of cash wages offered by the U.S. Army at Fort Union.

Purchase of Stores, Trends, and Data
To keep mid-nineteenth-century army posts viable in New Mexico and other
frontier regions, the U.S. Army had to provide for the suste'nance and wellbeing of the myriad livestock on which those stations depended for food and
for the transportation of supplies, equipage, and personnel. In addition, the
army had to maintain hardware appropriate to transportation and livestock.
husbandry as well as supplies required for record keeping. While the third
fort and new depot were under construction at Fort Union, there was a further need for building materials. These myriad tasks were the responsibility
of the assistant quartermasters.
Relatively cheap but bulky perishables such as hay, corn, and fodder were
generally too costly to ship to places like New Mexico from U.S. suppliers in
the Mississippi-Missouri River drainages and farther east until the completion of railroad lines to western frontiers in the 1870S and 1880s. As a result,
the task of the quartermaster of Union Depot during the period of this study
was to acquire thousands of tons of forage annually from local suppliers. On
the basis of substantial though admittedly incomplete information, we can
say that Fort Union and Union Depot purchased considerably more than
seventeen 'thousand tons of corn, hay, fodder, oats, and barley from local suppliers from January 1860 through December 1868.
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Prior to the coming ofthe U.S. Army, New Mexico had produced sufficient
quantities oflivestock feed to sustain local herds. However, following the army's
arrival, military authorities encouraged the expansion of production by native
New Mexican farmers or the establishment of new farming operations by recent immigrants from the East. 3! The assistant quartermasters at Union Depot,
therefore, were constantly recruiting local civilian contract suppliers. In cases
in which farmers did not contract directly with the army, their produce was
actively sought by other suppliers, both Hispanic and non-Hispanic, who contracted to supply greater amounts than they themselves could produce. In this
latter group fell William H. Moore, John and Andrew Dold, William Kroenig,
Pablo Antonio Sena, Faustfn Baca, and numerous others.
Figure 2 shows the general trend in combined expenditures ofthe Fort and
Depot for the nine years of the study period. Data are adequate to justify conclusions only until June of 1866. Almost no quartermasters' purchase reports
have been located for the final eighteen months of the period of study. As with
employment expenditures, a modest level of purchases held until reestablishmentofthe Depot at Fort Union, averaging just $8,477 per month in 1860 and
1861 for the months having extant reports. From March 1862 through December 1863, however, reported purchases more than quadrupled, running at a
monthly average of just over $38,500. A similar purchase level ($31,778 per
month) was again maintained during the seven-month stretch from Septem~
ber 1864 through March 1865. The surviving data suggest that each twelvemonth period saw a substantial rise in purchases during harvest and for some
months afterward lasting from fall until early spring.
The same peak of activity in the purchase of stores dominated late 1865
and early 1866 as did the civilian payroll data. That spike lasted from November 1865 through February' 1866, when purchases totaled an astounding
$391,269, nearly double the total of any other four-month period on record. 32
During those four months Andrew Dold, Ceran St. Vrain, and William Kroenig sold an unprecedented 2,225,325 pounds of corn to Union Depot and Fort
Union, almost all of that going to the Depot and accounting for most of the
purchase totaJ.33
Throughout the entire study period and for nearly all suppliers, corn was
the commodity furnished in largest volume to Fort Union. During the nine
years well over 16 million pounds of corn were sold to the Fort and Depot by
local suppliers. 34 Corn was followed in volume respectively by hay, fodder,
oats, and barley. Four Hispanic suppliers named in the extant reports supplied lumber to Fort Union. One ofthem, Pedro Valdez, made two very large
sales totaling 262,395 board feet, for which he was paid $9,052.62.35
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From 1860 through 1868, through such purchases, the quartermaster de~
partments at the Fort and Depot paid well in excess of $L8 million to local
civilian suppliers. Although lack of documentation prevents definitive illustration, a major share of that amount probably reached the hands of native
New Mexican growers either as direct payment or through middlemen. In
excess of a million dollars was likely transferred from Fort Union to Hispanos
of northern New Mexico through the sale and purchase of quartermaster
stores during the nine years covered by this study. That huge infusion of
money represented a tremendous economic boon to the region.

Contract Suppliers
Named in the surviving quartermasters' settlement records for 1860-1868 are
575 civilian suppliers of stores, of which 231 (4°.17%) are Hispanic-surnamed
(see Appendix 2). Of the total amount Of$I,835,418 reported as paid for stores
during the period, 9.6% went directly to those 231 Hispanos. Pablo Antonio
Sena of San Jose was the Hispanic supplier who received the highest compensation during the period: $18,235.°5. Sena was listed as a farmer in the San
Miguel County census of1860. Clear from the composition of his household,
which included at least one teamster, and his status as the most well-to-do
individual in San Jose is that he probably also did business as a middleman
in the supply of Fort Union. Sena was an active supplier to the Fort and Depot throughout the years for which records are available during the study
period. 36 Also, on at least one occasion he was paid to repair a wagon at Fort
Union, another indication that he probably engaged in freighting in addition
to farming, his principal occupation. 17 Six other Hispanos earned very substantial sums of money by supplying quartermaster stores: Jeslls G. Abreu,
Juan Ignacio Alire, Jose Manuel Baca, Jesus Marfa Barela, Pedro Valdez, and
the partnership of Shafer and Gutierrez. Each person or entity was paid over
five thousand dollars.
From the surviving records, however, most Hispanic suppliers seem to
have directly sold their produce only infrequently to Union Depot and Fort
Union. For instance, according to records, Jose D. Trujillo made only one
sale for $11.44. 38 Eighty-two other Hispanic suppliers are reported to have
earned $100 or less through direct sales to the army over the entire nine-year
period. This may well understate their total receipts as suppliers to the Fort
and Depot; many of them also undoubtedly sold farm goods to larger producers who acted as middlemen, probably even to Sena and others among the
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largest Hispanic suppliers listed above, as well as to William H. Moore, John
and Andrew OoIds, William Kroenig, Henry Birnbaum, and other non-Hispanos. 39 Deliveries by Hispanos to the Depot were generally much smaller
than those of their non-Hispanic counterparts, mainly appearing to be wagonloads of stored grain and hay,
In comparison to even the largest Hispanic suppliers, Moore's business
with Fort Union was immense, In addition to serving as post sutler throughout the study period, he earned in excess of $364,245, or twenty times the
income of Pablo Antonio Sena, furnishing quartermaster stores as an individual and through various partnerships from 1860-1868.4° Moore's most
profitable period as sutler came in 1863-1864, just when he was also reaping
the greatest return from the sale of stores. 41 By the end of the decade he was
among the wealthiest individuals in New Mexico Territory. ,
Cross-referencing with the 1860 New Mexi~o census i'ndex allows identification ofthe probable county oforigin of44 ofthe 231 Hispanic suppliers to Fort
Union and Union Depot. As with civilian employees, the great majority
(7°-45%) of them haled from the Rio Arriba counties (San Miguel, 14; Mora,
10; Taos, 5; and Santa Fe, 2). Still, a significant number (29.55%) came from the
Rio Abajo counties (Valencia, 7; Socorro, 3; Bernalillo, 2; and Dona Ana, 1),42
This latter figure substantially varies with the county of origin of Hispanic civilian employees, who preponderantly seemed to travel shorter distances to
secure income at the Fort. In part, this situation reflects the concentration of
Hispanic merchants/freighters in the Chihuahua trade in the RIo Abajo. With
the establishment of Fort Union, some simply diverted at least a portion oftheir
energy and stock from the southern market to the closer northern oneY Again,
their reorientation would suggest a considerable continuity with past commercial behavior on the part of native New Mexican growers and merchants, and
also a pragmatic readiness to shift market loyalties,
In contrast to Hispanic laborers, local Hispanic farmers likely developed
an early reliance on the demand of Fort Union and Union Depot for forage
and increased planting and production of corn, the crop most in demand. 44
The Fort and Depot served as an unprecedented outlet for farm production
in northern New Mexico. Particularly for growers in San Miguel and Mora
Counties, the army market meant something of a bonanza while it lasted.
However, Wiliiain Parish has pointed out that, for most Hispanic suppliers,
selling to the army also resulted in increased dependence on and economic
domination by merchants and middlemen, who quickly came to control the
lion's share of supply contracts. 45 Whether by design or not, the business of
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army supply was a powerful, enduring, and attractive force working to integrate significant numbers of native New Mexicans into the cash economy
that already held sway in the older states and territories of the United States.

Conclusions

As a major employer of construction workers and laborers, the tenure of Fort
Union was relatively brief, lasting just six building seasons, 1863-1868. Most
Hispanic laborers were fully aware ofthe temporary nature of the employment
opportunities available through the Fort. In general, laborers used that employment to supplement their traditional livelihoods. For them, wage labor at the
Fort usually did not involve a long-term change of residence or revolution in
mode ofliving. Rather, for hundreds of Hispanos army employment resulted
in a short-lived influx of cash that allowed purchase ofgoods beyond their usual
means or accelerated purchase ofcommon big-ticket items such as wagons and
furniture.
For teamsters and suppliers on the other hand, the situation was more
complex. Some teamsters and producer/merchants had already likely been
involved in freighting and commerce as comancheros and as parties in the
Missouri-Santa Fe-Chihuahua trade. For such individuals the appearance
of Fort Union and Union Depot as a nexus ofsupply and trade activity meant
only a change of venue for their usual pursuits. For others, though, such as
the farmers of northern New Mexico, the sudden establishment of a huge
nearby market precipitated the refocusing ofwork energy and impelled a
shift away from self-contained communities toward linkage with and increasing dependence on economic and social entities outside the local area, entities generally based on foreign cultural assumptions.
Supplying the relatively long-term commodity market at Fort Union, one
lasting fully seventeen years until the arrival of the railroad opened easy
access to even wider markets, prompted fundamental change in the lives of
farmers. The shift from subsistence agriculture to commercial agriculture,
once made andreinforced season after season, was all but irreversible. Children grew to adulthood knowing nothing else. By the time the district/department depot was removed from Fort Union in 1878, their family's reliance on
commercial agriculture was the norm in northern New Mexico.-l 6
Clearly, economic activities generated by Fort Union and Union Depot
had a significant economic and social impact on Hispanos in northern New
Mexico. Although the data extracted from the quartermasters' settlement
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records are sufficient to provide this general overview of the effect of quartermasters' expenditures at Fort Union on northern New Mexico's economy,
additional research would be necessary to shed light on the details of that
impact. For instance, examination of the lives and activities of individual
Hispanos who worked at or supplied the Fort would shed light on the effects
of the end of employment opportunities at the Fort once construction ended.
Still surviving in many cases are family records and stories that could illuminate such inquiries. Business records offirms that supplied Fort Union could
suggest the strength of the merchants' grip on the Hispanic agricultural community as a whole and individually. A new look at travelers' reports might
help gauge the speed and geographical extent of changes engendered by
economic involvement with the Fort.
All in all, the present study offers jumping-offpoints for in-depth investigation of what were clearly significant and long lasting economic and social
changes that Fort Union and Union Depot triggered among Hispanos of northern New Mexico.
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Appendix

1

Combined Roster of Hispanic Civilian Employees at Ft. Union, 1860-1868
Acosta, Juan
Aguilar, Jose Cayetano
Aguirre, Epifanio
Aguirre, Epifanio & Bros
Alamandra (Almendares?), Manrique
Alarid, Marcial
Alderete, Ramon
Alire, Santiago
Alviar, Refugio
Alviar, Alejo
Anaya, Anastacio
Anton, Mateo
Anzures, Juan (1)
Anzures, Juan (2)
Anzures, Leonisio
Apodaca, Albino
Apodaca, Antonio
Apodaca, Christopher
Apodaca, Donato
Apodaca, Enerio
Apodaca, Jose
Apodaca, Jose (1)
Apodaca, Jose (2)
Apodaca, Jose Domingo
Apodaca, Juan
Apodaca, Nestor
Apodaca, Simon
Aragon, David
Aragon, Jose Antonio
Aragon, Ramon
Archibeque, Pedro
Archibeque, Peter
Archuleta, Agapito
Archuleta, Cayetano

Archuleta, Jose R.
Archuleta, Mateo
Archuleta, Mariano
Archuleta, Tomas
Archuleta, W.
Arguello, Loreto
Armijo, Ambrosio
Armijo,Antonio Jose
Armijo, Jesus
Armijo, Jose N.
Armijo, Jose Victor
Armijo, Pablo
Armijo, Pedro
Arnelas, Fernandez
Arvada, Francisco
Arvada, Juan
Atencio, Cornelio
Atencio, Noberto
Avalos, Jose
Ayortiz, Jose
Baca, Antonio
Baca, Antonio & Bro.
Baca, Asencion
Baca, Faustin & Co.
Baca, Juan Maria
Baca, Manuel
Baca, Pablito
Baca, Santiago
Baca, Simon
Baca y Salazar, Jesus Maria
Baldonado, Locario
Barela, Anselmo
Barela, Jesus Maria
Barela, Juan
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B,!rela, Logino
Barela, Manuel
Barnes & Aguirre
Barrio, Juan
Benavidez, Francisco Esteban
Bernal, Lovino
Bernal, Manuel
Bio, Nicolas
Bueno, Jose Mateo
Bueno, Juan Isidro
Bueno, Rafael
Bustos, Jose Antonio
Bustos, Jose Maria
Butres, Jose
Campo, John
Candelaria, Jose
Candelaria, Jose Francisco
Candelaria, Melquiades
Candelaria, Santiago
Candelaria, Santos
Caravajal, Manuel
Carena, Antonio
Carrillo, Juan
Carrion, Gregorio
Carrion, Jose
Carrion, Porfirio
Casonse, Juan
Castro, Donaciano
Castro, Juan Inocencio
Cavada, Jose
Cevados, J.T.
Chaves, Ambrosio
Chaves, Jesus Jose
Chaves, Thomas
Chavez, Dennis
Chavez, Domingo
Chavez, Jesus (1)
Chavez, Jesus (2)
Chavez, Juan
Chavez, Juan
Chavez, Manuel (1)
Chavez, Manuel (2)
Chavez, Negro
Chavez, Rafael
Chavez, Victoriano
Colunga, Cipriano
Cordero, Francisco
Cordero, Juan
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Cordo, Juan
Cordova, Florencio
Cordova, Francisco
Cordova, Jose Manuel
Cortez, Francisco
Cruz, Antonio Maria
Davila, Julian
de la Cruz, Jose
De La 0, Fernando
de Vega, Geronimo
Delgado, Susano
Domingos, Feliciano
Duran, Antonio
Duran, Guadalupe
Duran, Jose
Duran, Jose Francisco
Duran, Jose Guadalupe
Duran, Juan William
Duran, Lorenzo
Escarita, Jose Arias
Espinosa, Adelpho
Espinosa, Albino
Espinosa, Antonio
Espinosa, Jose Arias
Espinosa, Juan Jesus
Espinosa, Tomas
Esquibel, Eugenio
Esquibel, Fernando
Esquibel, Juan Andres
Esquibel, Miguel
Esquibel, Pablo
Esquibel, Tomas
Fernandez, Desiderio
Fierro, Sabino
Flores, Hilario
Flores, Lorenzo
Flores, Romaldo
Fresco, Jose Candelario
Gallego, Jose Maria
Gallego, Juan
Gallegos, Francisco
Gallegos, Jesus (1)
Gallegos, Jesus (2)
Gallegos, Jose Dolores
Gallegos, Miguel
Gallegos, Ramon
Garcia, Alejandro
Garcia, Ambrosio
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Garda, Anastacio
Garda, Antonio
Garda, Antonio Jose
Garda, Camilo
Garda, Desiderio
Garda, Donaciano
Garda, Faustin
Garda, Francisco
Garda, Jesus Maria
Garda, Juan
Garda, Juan
Garda, Juan (1)
Garda, Juan (2)
Garda, Juan Albino
Garda, Juan B.
Garda, Juan Ignacio
Garda, Juan Pablo
Garda, Jose (1)
Garda, Jose (2)
Garda, Lino
Garda, Manuel
Garda, Mateo
Garda, Miguel
Garda, Rafael
Garda, Ramon (1)
Garda, Ramon (2)
Garda, Reto
Garda, Romaldo
Garda, Simon
Garda, Teodoro
Garda, Timoteo
Gomez, Aniceto
Gonzalez, Alejo
Gonzalez, Bonifacio
Gonzalez, Dionicio
Gonzalez, Esquipula
Gonzalez, Francisco
Gonzalez, Jose Maria
Gonzalez, Jose Miguel
Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Juan Isidoro
Gonzalez, Nasario
Gonzalez, Pedro
Gonzalez, Peter
Gordona, Matias
Gregorio, Saturnino
Griego, Antonio Jose
Griego, Esquipula
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Griego, Gregorio
Griego, Juan P.
Griego, Pedro
Griego, Romaldo
Gurule, Antonio
Gurule, Francisco
Gurule, Jose G.
Gurule, Juan Jose
Gutierrez, Alopeta
Gutierrez, C.
Gutierrez, Felipe
Gutierrez, Gregorio
Gutierrez, Juan Jose
Gutierrez, Vidal
Herrera, Antonio
Herrera, Edward
Herrera, Jose Maria
Herrera, Jose Rosalio
Herrera, Marcelo
Herrera, Marcos
Herrera, Niberto
Herrera, Rosalin
Herrera, Santos
Hidalgo, Jose
Jaramillo, Facundo
Jaramillo, Jose de la Cruz
Jaramillo, Jose Maria
Jaramillo, Pablo
Jaramillo, Refugio
Kano [Canol, Simon
Lalas, Nerio
Landez, Leon
Laniasino (?), Juan Antonio
Leal, Leonicio
Leal, Pedro
Leyba, Candelario
Leyba, Rafael (1)
Leyba, Rafael (2)
Lopez, Albino
Lopez, Antonio
Lopez, Dolores
Lopez, Jose (1)
Lopez, Jose (2)
Lopez, Jose de la Cruz
Lopez, Julian
Lopez, Seferino
Lopez, Severiano
Lopez, Santos
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Lorenzano, Pedro
Lovato, Alcario
Lovato, Antonio Domingo
Lovato, Gabriel
Lovato, Jose Marfa
Lovato, Juan
Lovato, Teodoro
Lucero, Cruz
Lucero, Felix
Lucero, Isidoro
Lucero, Juan
Lucero, Lorenzo
Lucero, Nasario
Lucero, Pablo
Lujan, Juan
Lujan, Nepomoceno
Madrid, Juan
Madril, Agapito
Madril, Encarnacion
Madril, Faustin
Madril, Jose
Madrino, Albino
Maes, Jose Dolores
Maestas, Elophia
Maestas, Francisco
Maestas, Candido
Maestas, Jose Leon
Maestas, Manuel Antonio
Maldonado, Jose
Manchego, Francisco
Manzaneros, Ambrosio
Mares, Juan
Mares, Mariano
Marina, Jose Encarnacion
Marina, Milton
Marquez, Belindo
Martin, Agapito
Martin, Antonio
Martin, Antonio Jose
Martin, Antonio Juan
Martin, Elenor
Martin, Elselso
Martin, Esquipula
Martin, Esterbo
Martin, Jose Antonio
Martin, Jose Felipe
Martin, Jose Miguel
Martin, Juan

VOLUME 77, NUMBER I

Martin, Juan de Dios
Martin, Juan E.
Martin, Juan Jesus
Martin, Juan Manuel
Martin, Leandro
Martin, Manuel Antonio
Martin, Mariano (1)
Martin, Mariano (2)
Martin, Pedro $30.00
Martin, Ramon
Martin, Roque
Martinez, Luis
Martinez, Ramon
Mascarenas, Antonio
Mascarenas, Jesus Marfa
Mascarenas, Crecencio
Mata, Bata
Mata, Pablo
Medina, Antonio Domingo
Medina, Jose Domingo
Medina, Jose Francisco
Medina, Juan
Medina, Juan de los Rios
Medina, Juan Francisco
Medina, Juan P.
Mejias, Tranquilino
Mermadas, Jestls
Meyers, Juan Francisco
Miranda, Lesandro
Mondragon, Jose de la Cruz
Monico, Dolores
Montano, Jose
Montano, Jose Maria
Montes, Eduardo
Montes, Faustino
Montes, Leonardo
Montoya, Atanasio
Montoya, Jose
Montoya, Juan
Montoya, Juan Bautista
Montoya, Juan de Jesus
Montoya, Juan Jaramillo
Montoya, Luis
Montoya, Pablo
Montoya, Pedro
Montoya, Seferino
Montoya, Trinidad
Mora, Fernando
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Morales, Jesus
Moreno, Jose Vacilio
Morough [Moro], Felix
Moya, Juan
Mufieca, Francisco
Nufiez, Geraldo
Nufiez, Tamislado
Nufiez, Vfcto~ $35.00
Ochoa, Stephan
Oconor, Juan Pomoceno
Ojolo, Juan Rese
Olgufn, Cruz
Olgufn, Luis
Olivas, Atanacio
Orozco, Facundo
Ortega, Eusebio
Ortega, Sebastian
Ortiz, Antonio
Otero, Santiago
Pacheco, Jesus
Pacheco, Juan Antonio
Padilla, Casimiro
Padilla, Donaciano
Padilla, Eugenio
Padilla, Jose
Padilla, Jose Amicio
Padilla, Jose de Jesus
Padilla, Juan de la Cruz
Padilla, Juan
Padilla, Juan Isidro
Padilla, Pablo
Paguet, Francisco
Parra, Joseph
Peralta, Jose Lino
Peralta, Santiago (1)
Peralta, Santiago (2)
Perea, Francisco
Perea, Jose
Pino, Jesus
Quintana, Jose Marfa
Quintana, Tomas
Rael, Jose L.
Ramfrez, Jose Fernandez
Ramfrez, Nepomoceno
Real, Jeslis
Ribera, Juan Rafael
Ribera, Francisco
Rodrfguez, Antonio
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Rodrfguez, Genovevo
Rodrfguez, Leonardo
Rodrfguez, Manuel
Romero, Andres
Romero, Benito
Romero, Esqufpula
Romero, Francisco
Romero, Geronimo
Romero, Jesus
Romero, Jose
Romero, Jose Eugenio
Romero, Juan Isidro
Romero, Juan Miguel
Romero, Leandro
Romero, Manuel
Roybal, Cecilio
Roybal, Tereso
Roybal, Juan Jose
Saavedra, Nabor
Saiz, Alejandro
Saiz, Nasario
Saiz, Pedro
Salas, Pedro Antonio
Salas, Tomas
Salazar, Diego
Salazar, Francisco Antonio
Salazar, Jose Rafael
Salazar, Juan P.
Salazar, Miguel
Salazar, Nicanor
Salle, Santos
San Esteban, Juan C.
Sanchez, Crecensio
Sanchez, Felipe
Sanchez, Francisco
Sanchez, Francisco Antonio
Sanchez, Jose Ignacio
Sanchez, Jose Manuel
Sanchez, Jose Marfa
Sanchez, Jose Mariano
Sanchez, Juan
Sanchez, Lorenzo
Sanchez, Manuel
Sanchez, Pablo
Sanchez, Santiago
Sandoval, Antonio
Sandoval, David
Sandoval, Felipe Marfa
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Sandoval, Francisco
Sandoval, Hilario
Sandoval, Jose de Tiburcio
Sandoval, Marcelino
Sandoval, Narciso
Sandoval, R.
Schaffer & Gonzalez
Sedillo, Juan (1)
Sedillo, Juan (2)
Sedillo, Luis
Sedillo, Miguel
Seelnor (?), Jose Marfa
Sena, Jose Marfa
Sena, Jose Vicente
Sena, Pablo Antonio
Serna, Francisco
Severino, Antonio
Sierra, Manuel
Sierra, Severiano
Silva, Antonio Jose
Silva, Margarito
Sisneros, Agustin
Suina, Nasario
Tafoya, Donaciano
Tafoya, Jesus
Tafoya, Jose
Tafoya, Jose de Jesus
Tafoya, Pedro
Tafoya, Rafael
Tellez, Juan
Torres, Doroteo
Torres, Francisco
Torres, Isidro
Torres, Jose
Torres, Juan
Trujillo, Agapito
Trujillo, Antonio
Trujillo, Antonio
Trujillo, Francisco
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Trujillo, Gabino
Trujillo Jose Davfd
Trujillo, Jose Marfa
Trujillo, Juan
Trujillo, Ramon
Trujillo, Ricardo
Trujillo, Teofilo
Trujillo, Tomas
Tully & Ochoa
Ulibarri, Jose Felfx
Ustes, Melqufades
Vaca, Pedro
Valdez, Antonio Jose
Valdez, Brfgido
Valdez, Diego
Valdez, Henrique
Valdez, Juan Santos
Valencia, Antonio
Vazquez, Francisco
Velarde, Jose Francisco
Velasquez, Jesus
Velasquez, Jose Enerio
Vigil, Agapito
Vigil, Andres
Vigil, Bartolo
Vigil, Isidro
Vigil, Jesus Marfa
Vigil, Juan
Vigil, Juan de Dios
Vigil, Juan de la Cruz
Vigil, Jose
Vigil, Jose de Jesus
Vigil, Jose Desiderio
Vigil, Juan Isidro
Vigil, Lino
Vigil, Rafael
Villareal, Reto
Vivio, Beto
Zamora, Jose
Zamora, Juan
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Appendix 2
Hispanic Suppliers to Ft. Union, 1860-1868
Aggregate List
Abeyta, Sylvestre
Abreu, Jesus G.
Abreu, Santiago
Aerts, Manuel & Co.
Aguirre, Epifanio
Alire, Juan Ignacio
Apodaca, Juan Pablo
Arag6n, Jose Maria
Arag6n, Jose Gregorio
Arce, Guadalupe
Archibeque, P.
Archuleta, A.
Archuleta, Bernabe
Archuleta, Toribio
Armijo, Francisco
Armijo, Jose
Armijo, Juan
Armijo, Salvador
Baca, Alexander
Baca, Antonio
Baca, Faustfn
Baca, Faustin & Bro.
Baca, Jose
Baca, Jose Manuel
Baca, Juan de Dios
Baca, Juan Maria
Baca, Julian
Baca, Luis
Baca, Teodoro
Baca y Carrillo, Jose
Barcel6, Antonio
Barela, Jesus
Barela, Jestls Maria
Barela, Manuel
Beita, Albino
Blea, Francisco
Brisal, Juan
Castillo, Anastacio
Castillo, Jose de Jestls
Chaves, Andres
Chaves, Felipe
Chaves, Felix
Chaves, Jesus Maria
Chaves, J.B.

Chaves, Manuel
Chaves, Martin
Chaves y Trujillo, Julian
Chavez, Francisco
Chavez, Jose Maria
Chavez, Rafael
C6rdova, Jose Maria
C6rdova, Tomas
Corej6n, Tomas
Crespin, F.
Dariro, Jose S.
de la Paz Naranjo, Jose Antonio
Delas, Jose Maria
Derary (?), Severino
Emeterio, Lorenzo
Espinosa, Donaciano
Estrada, Guillermo
Fernandez, Felipe
Flores, Manuel
Florra, Leonardo
Gallego, Jose
Gallego, Manuel
Gallegos, Francisco
Gallegos, Jose
Gallegos, S.
Garcia, Anastacio
Garcia, Jose Antonio
Garcia, Tomas
G6mez, Manuel
Gonesgas (?), Papa
Gonzalez, Alejandro
Gonzalez, Cipriano
Gonzalez, Desiderio
Gonzalez, Dionisio
Gonzalez, Fernando
Gonzalez, Hilario
Gonzalez, H.
Gonzalez, Jose
Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Manuel
Gonzalez, Peter
Gonzalez, Romaldo
Gonzalez, Seferiano
Gonzalez, S.
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Gonzalez, Tomas
Gregorio, Andres
Griego, Jose Guadalupe
Griego, Vicente
Gurule, Donaciano
Gutierrez, Cecilio
Gutierrez, F.
Gutierrez, Jose
Gutierrez, Juan
Gutierrez, J.M.
Herrera, Jesus de
Herrera, J.].
Jaques, Jose Rafael
Jaramillo, Jose
Jaramillo, Francisco
Labadi, Juan
Labadi, Lorenzo
Ledoux, Jose
Lerma, Antonio
Lopez, Francisco
Lopez, J.
Lopez, J.R.
Lopez, Juan Jose
Lopez, Pedro
Lopez, Prudencio
Lovato, Agustin
Lovato, Felipe
Lucero, Jose Urbano
Lucero, Tomas
Lujan, Juan
Luna, Antonio Jose
Luna, Santiago
Luna, Venceslao
Maes, Nestor
Maestas, J.
Maestas, Luis
Mares, Jose
Mares, Vicente
Martin, Jose M.
Martin, Juan
Martin, Juan Antonio
Martin, Juan Dolores
Martin, Manuel
Martinez, Edwin
Martinez, Francisco
Martin[ez], Juan de Dios
Miguel, Jose
Montano, Jose
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Montoya, A.
Montoya, Antonio
Montoya, Bernardo
Montoya, F.
Montoya, J.A.
Montoya, ].M.
Montoya, Jesus Maria
Montoya, Jose Domingo
Montoya, L.
Naranjo, ].C.
Naranjo, Manuel
Naranjo, Paz
Olivas, Juan
Orse, Mauricio
Ortiz, Antonio
Ortiz, Jose Maria
Otero, Manuel
Otero, Vicente
O[lguin], Miguel
Pacheco, Jose Ignacio
Pacheco, Juan Andres
Pacheco, Juan Ysidro
Padilla, Joaquin
Pena, Ramon
Pino, Ambrosio
Pino, Fernando
Pino, Gabriel
Pino, Juan Reyes
Rael, Jose
Rafealillo, Martin
Ramirez, Jose Serafin
Ramirez, Serafin
Ramirez, Sixto
Ribera, Salvador
Rivera, Jesus Maria
Rivera, M.P. (1)
Rivera, M.P. (2)
Rivera, Marcelino
Rodriguez, Juan Bautista
Romero, C.
Romero, Casimero
Romero, Cruz
Romero, E.
Romero, Hilario
Romero, Lorenzo
Romero, Miguel
Romero, Placido
Romero, Rafael
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Romero, Toribio
Romero, Trinidad
Romero, Vicente
Saavedra, Antonio
Sac6n, Jose
Salas, Jose
Salas, D.
Salas, Jose Manuel
Salazar, A.I.
Salazar, Agustin
Salazar, Antonio
Salazar, Cruz
Salazar, I.R.
Salazar, Jesus
Salazar, Juan Jose
Salazar, Manuel
Sanchez, Antonio
Sanchez, Felipe de Jesus
Sanchez, Francisco
Sanchez, Jose Andres
Sanchez, Juan Felipe
Sanchez, Manuel (1)
Sanchez, Manuel (2)
Sanchez, Merejildo

FLINT AND FLINT

Sanchez y Luna, Desiderio
Sandoval, A.
Sarracino, Juan
Sena, Pablo Antonio
Sena Lujan, Juan Alfonso
Shaeffer & Gonzalez
Sisneros, Vivian
Trujillo, Francisco
Trujillo, J.A.
Trujillo, J.M.
Trujillo, Jose D.
Ulibarri, Jose Ram6n
Ulibarri, Santiago
Valdez, Antonio Jose
Valdez, Faustin
Valdez, Lorenzo
Valdez, Nicolas
Valdez, Pablo
Valdez, Pedro
Valencia, Bernardo
Vallejos, Eusebio
Vazquez, Valentin
Vigil, Vidal
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Turning Turner on His Head?
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF IMMIGRATION IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY
AMERICAN WESTERN HISTORY

Elliott Robert Barkan

T

his is an essay about a promise yet to be fulfilled. Historians have acknowledged the ethnic diversity of the twentieth-century West, but few
have reported its full richness. Many scholars have allowed the history of immigration into the West to fall "victim to amnesia"; others remain reluctant
to move much beyond the nineteenth century. The true story of the West is
interwoven with vibrant, multiethnic strands, with a breadth of peoples going well beyond a litany of races frozen in the first third of the twentieth
century. Although the West has influenced, and often transformed, both its
long-resident peoples and newcomers, this essay explores the fact that a remarkable ethnic diversity shaped and - to some extent - made possible many
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West in the twentieth century for Indiana University Press, tentatively entitled From All Points,

Due West: Immigration into the American West in the Twentieth Century.
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ofthe West's features. Immigration and in-migration (along with Native Americans) created this diversity. The reality not yet entirely appreciated, therefore,
is that (to expand an earlier phrase) the twentieth-century West was the Westand the United States-only more so and that immigration was a principal
force and not a peripheral factor in that story.1
I will argue for the need to move immigration from the wings-from its
being consigned to bit parts and walk-ons in a fragmented production - to the
center of the western stage and to a leading role in key scenes of the entire
history of the twentieth-century West. In an effort to support this proposed revision, this recasting, three broad issues will be addressed here: (1) why and how
has immigration been relatively invisible in twentieth-century western history;
(2) once visible, how might we define a configuration of the western region
from an immigration perspective; and (3) with the salience of immigration
presented, how can the case be made for its central place in the diversity ofthe
peoples ofthe West, and, more specifically, what initial arguments can be outlined regarding its indispensability to the economic development ofthe West?
A fortuitous encounter with scenes from a century ago concretely illustrates
how much about the role of immigration could be revealed by just a little exploration. Virginia City, Nevada, was a microcosm ofthe mining and pioneering experiences in far-western America, and its cemeteries (which I walked
through) serve as reminders of an often forgotten dimension of that past:
Alexander Gensey, died 26 March 1884, age fifty-two, native of France
Frederick Hertlein, died 6 September 1886, age forty-nine, native of
Germany
Mathew Rapon, died 25 August 1893, age fifty-five, native of Cornwall
James Gunn, died 12 September 1874, age" thirty-eight, native of
Nova Scotia
John Goularte, died 2 December 1889, age thirty-six, native of
Fayal Azores
Anton Tjader, died 1870, age forty-five, native of Russia
Jacob Klein, died 1899, age sixty-eight, born in "Europe"
Andre Houigassan, died 15 December 1878, age forty-seven, born in
French Pyrenees
William Leahy, died 29 March 1878, age twenty-six, native of Quebec
And the women and children were there, too:
Elizabeth Jones, died 1925, age seventy-four, native of Wales
Emily Walsh, died 4 October 1899, age thirty-one, native of Canada
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Margaret Hulley, died 5 December 1868, age thirty-three, native of
England
Julia O'Connell, died 17 August 1864, age twenty-six, native of Ireland
(eleven days later, her daughter, Mary, also died)
Bertha Lichtenberg, died 5 January 1907, age sixty-one, born in
Germany (her daughter, Bertha, had died on 25 September 1881,
at three months twenty-one days, and just one year later her infant,
Wilhelm, died 1 September 1882, merely one month and eight
days old)
Nearly all these men and women had come to the mining "city" for an
array of reasons that included achieving more than they had thought possible
at home, even if they intended to return. In the process men died in the
mines or from diseases and disabilities caused by mine work, while their wives
often died in childbirth or, along with their children, succumbed to any
number of untreatable diseases and ailments. These individuals represent
two key observations conceniing the history ofthe West ignored by Frederick
Jackson Turner, for he disliked and discounted the contributions of most
immigrants. They were subsequently given lip service by many historians,
journalists, and writers who adhered to his Frontier Thesis and by those who
subsequently critiqued that thesis but who were themselves only partially free
of Turner's "time-worn paradigm."2
First, in 1983 Frederick Luebke criticized historians of the West for treating
"their subject as the story of an undifferentiated English speaking majority."
Fifteen years later he more forcefully stated that "European immigrants are the
forgotten people of the American West. ... [E]ven historians of immigration
have ... tended to overlook Europeans who settled in the West." In particular,
he faulted the editors ofthe massive Oxford History ofthe American West (1994)
for failing to include a chapter on Europeans. The year before, in 1997, in an
essay on western urban-related research, Roger W. Lotchin likewise commented on the uneven treatment of many groups, emphasizing that "the
Basques, Canadians, Germans, Irish, easterners, midwesterners, southerners,
Slavs, Chinese, Indians, Filipinos, Scandinavians, and others have been relatively neglected."3
Second, the absence of such coverage has had profound implications for
understanding the invaluable contributions of those omitted. For example,
Ricardo Romo pointed out that, prior to World War I, Greeks, Slavs, and Italians were preferred over Asians in mining and. transportation employment, and
Carlos Schwantes underscored the role ofItalian, Austrian, Slav, Serb, Polish,
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Montenegrin, and Greek mine workers at that time. During the same period,
Schwantes added, Scandinavians turned to logging, Greeks and Italians to
railroad construction and maintenance, Japanese to the cultivation of sugar
beets and berries, and Mexicans to the harvests of citrus fruits and the newly
opened cotton fields, while "European immigrants [labored] in the fields of
grapes, peas, and artichokes." Luebke also stressed that he perceived some
New Western historians placing an unbalanced emphasis on racial minorities to the exclusion of such groups as the Irish and southern Slav miners,
Scandinavian loggers, Italian truck farmers, Basque shepherds, Jewish peddlers, and German farmers. 4
In fact, Arthur Schlesinger Sr. and Marcus Lee Hansen had long before
sought to shift the focus of historical attention to immigration, although their
concern was principally with European immigration. Hansen declared,
"Without the influx of millions of Europeans ... [t]here would have been a
frontier, to be sure, but not the kind of frontier that produced the now accepted consequences."5 Despite their writings and the increasing number of
studies that would appear after 1945 and especially after 1960, the call for a
more integrated history that acknowledged the importance of immigration
in the West went largely unheeded for "many years" by western historians.
One exception was Earl Pomeroy, who published his historical survey,
The Pacific Slope: A History of Califomi a, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Utah,
and Nevada, in 1965. In a thirty-page segment he provided a rather substantial overview of the economic roles of an array of foreigners including Europeans, Canadians, Asians, and Mexicans. He incorporated into that account
data on the changing composition of the foreign-born populations, brief
descriptions of their adaptation,'assimilation, encounters with nativists, and
the relocation ofJapane~e and Japanese Americans during World War II. He
suggested that "the wartime antagonism against Japanese and Mexicans represented a new pattern of intolerance in the Far West." Yet, he added, "The
war only set [the Nikkei] back temporarily" and the postwar decline in hostility toward them was followed by the widespread repeal of many discriminatory laws. Three years after Pomeroy's book appeared, historian Moses
Rischin called upon his colleagues to recognize the important place of immigration in the unique development of the West. He wrote, "[I]n all but the
political sense, [the West] is a new nation fashioned out of a multiplicity of
racial, religious, regional and ethnic groups unmatched elsewhere in the
United States." In a 1972 article focusing on California, Rischin stressed the
migrations that had contributed to its demographic transformation, with such
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"pairings as trans-California Americans and native sons, Europeans and
transmigrants, Occidentals and Orientals, Catholics, and Protestants, Mormons, Jews, and Gentiles, and 'old' immigration and the 'new,' the unaffiliated
and the indifferent, the Anglo and the Chicano, the black and the white."6
Why have more western historians failed to present balanced histories that
better depict the immigration and migration that Pomeroy sketched in 1965
and that Rischin highlighted in 1968 and 1972? Gerald Nash concluded that
the historians' oversight was "perhaps [the consequence] of their undue concern with the environmental uniqueness of the West" as originally set forth
by Turner. What the field ended up with, argued Michael P. Malone in 1989,
was a fragmentation reflecting a plethora of subfields and a stigma on western history. Instead of in~orporatingthe many immigration studies, western
historians continued to rely on the Frontier Thesis skewed by Turner's original biases. i
In Malone's Historians and the American West, published in 1983, contributers other than Luebke made scant mention of immigrants. Clark Spence
suggested this omission resulted from the relatively scarce literature - a partly
unfounded opinion judging from bibliographic collections compiled at the
University of New Mexico's Center for the American West. s Three years later
in American Frontier and Western Issues, Roger Nichols on the one hand admonished his colleagues to modify future works to include more issues that
were "now considered to have been of major significance a century ago." On
the other hand, he noted that a greater "awareness of class, race, and gender"
was permeating much recent work and that ethnic groups and women, among
others, were receiving "a more realistic share of attention." Although Carlton
Qualey was the one contributor who specifically discussed ethnic groups in the
Nichols collection, most of those he covered were located in midwestern communities. He focused on frontier issues and concluded that "Asians constitute
the last large non-European group to migrate to the United States," a comment
either ambiguously referring to the 1890S and early 1900S or indicative ofa general oversight ofthe dramatic changes in immigration to the West by the early
19808. Several other contributors made some references to immigrants but they
were largely peripheral to other topics. No scholar referred to immigration in
the contemporary period. 9
Appearing in 1989, Gerald Nash and Richard Etulain's collection, The
Twentieth-Century West: Historical Interpretations, included a major essay by
Walter Nugent, "The People of the West Since 1890," which forcefully detailed demographic changes throughout the West but included only limited

62 -+

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER I

data on immigrants. Aside from Ricardo Romo's essay on Mexican Americans,
the other essays mention little about immigration per se, notwithstanding
Nash's closing comment that "the image of the twentieth-century West ... is,
above all, an urban rather than a rural civilization with a heterogeneous, multicultural, multiracial population." When Nash and Etulain published a second
collection of essays just eight years later, Researching Western History: Topics
in the Twentieth Century, the essays by Roger Lotchin on urban history, by
Glenda Riley on women, and by Robert Cherny on politics more explicitly
incorporated points concerning diverse ethnic groups. Although these chapters
obviously did not represent fully developed studies redressing the long-present
fragmentation of western history (nor did they acknowledge the newer immigrant populations), they did offer enough details to justify the thorough incl usion of immigration history into general histories of the West as the way to
explicitly overcome the immigrants' invisibility.1O
Incorporation of immigrants into western historiography remains incomplete, and these four collections serve as the spotlights illuminating how the
immigrants remain in the wings as we seek to move them to center stage,
beginning with a central premise of this essay: Marcus Daly, Irish immigrant,
did not mine the Anaconda copper any more than Canadian-born James J. Hill
himself "built" the Great Northern Railroad, or German-born Frederick
Weyerhaeuser felled timber or milled shingles in the Northwest, or Italian-born
Marco Fontana canned fruit for Del Monte, or Claus Spreckels harvested his
Hawaiian sugar crops. Neither can Iowans and Nebraskans, or their children,
claim credit in the late twentieth century for revitalizing the central cities of
many western communities. Nor can midwesterners or easterners (or their
descendants) be entirely lauded for developing the West's expanded, transnational commercial relations with virtually all of the nations of the Pacific
Rim and beyond.
To a great extent, the vast achievements in the West in the twentieth century were made possible principally because immigrant men and women and
often their children provided much (and, in many instances, most) of the labor, occassionally at the cost of their lives. Many nationalities formed the flow
of immigrants into the twentieth-century West: Mexicans, Chinese, Japanese,
Koreans, Filipinos, South Asians, and other peoples of color. Working along
with them were Croatians, Slovenians, Slovaks, Russians, Italians, Irish,Armenians, Portuguese, Canadians, Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, Greeks, Finns,
Czechs, Basques,'and others. Similar patterns, with some of the same groups
and many newer ones, are present today. Indeed, so many Asian immigrants
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have been employed in Silicon Valley that in the 1980s Hewlett-Packard was
known as "Little Vietnam" and Advanced Micro Devices as "Little Manila."11
Moreover, the issue goes beyond the multiethnic labor force. A visit to any
leading urban center readily reveals how many small- and medium-sized
businesses are rooted in initial immigrant entrepreneurial efforts. Such was
true earlier in the century as well. In addition, some recent entrepreneurial
immigrants not only have had a significant impact by virtue of the foreign
capital they have brought or funneled into their enterprises but - in another
manifestation of contemporary transnationalism-their American-based
businesses have also acted as conduits for sizeable investments from persons
in their homelands. During the 1990s, immigrants in the technology sectors
were likewise establishing businesses with overseas branches to play key roles
in the development, manufacture, and distribution ofhi-tech products, while
others opened factories in their homelands to produce goods for import into
the United States.
The presence of a considerable number of immigrants in myriad economic roles is thus indisputable. Yet, their substantial participation in the
growth of the West past and present has, with few exceptions, received fragmented, scanty, and one-dimensional coverage. There have been studies of
individual groups, particularly of Mexicans, Chinese, and Japanese as well
as local studies of a host of European groups, but virtually no scholars have
tried to bring the myriad multiracial stories together or to carry them to the
present. Even those immigrant groups who have been given more visibility
have received only limited coverage.
I therefore approach the century-long debate about the histories ofthe West
as an immigration historian and see a core dilemma. In 1893 Frederick Jackson
Turner - by presenting his extraordinary thesis about the frontier and the West,
the roots ofAmerican democracy, and the creation of a composite American
nationality-created an interpretive "box" and for over one hundred years
historians (and many journalists and western writers) have been struggling to
demolish that box, or to defend, reconfigure, or multiply it. Some scholars have
actually freed themselves from that Turnerian box, but too few have been able
(or willing) to carry the discussion away from the 1800s and early 19oos. Too few
have shifted away from the debate over whether a western region ever has
existed. Many dwell on the impact of environmental variables or on macroforces of large-scale social, cultural, and economic movements, or on state/
federal powers and policies responsible for defining "The West." Such historians would need to consider a clear shift in perspective in order to move beyond
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a simple acknowledgment of the presence of the diverse foreign-born and
second generation groups who have peopled the western states and territories, not all of them people of color.
In a 1990 essay, Frederick Luebke provided a succinct explanation for this
Turnerian box: Turner had proposed that the frontier was a crucible in which
people, regardless of origin or culture, adapted to the physical realities. This
"environmental determinism" made assimilation implicitly easy by ignoring
"ethnocultural conflict and the persistence of immigrant attitudes, values
and behaviors." Thus, Luebke concluded, "The frontier thesis is conceptually inadequate to study ethnic minorities because it assumes the dominance
of environment over culture." Richard White was less charitable, charging
that, just as people ignored trail garbage as a sign of human presence, so
Turner and his followers "eliminated from their history as so much human
garbage most of the diverse peoples of the West ... whose presence endangered their regional homogeneity."'2 Moving beyond the box-and bringing
the model up to date-is long overdue, as is historians' more effective use of
sociological and urban anthropological studies. For example, many historians reviewing the literature or outlining research agendas routinely point to
the need to include (besides gender and Native Americans) blacks, Hispanics, and Asians with hardly any recognition that "black" is no longer synonymous with African American, but includes Africans and West Indians. Nor
is "Asian" limited mainly to Chinese, Japanese, and Filipinos - the term now
refers to Koreans, South Asians, and nearly a dozen Southeast Asian nationalities. Likewise, "Hispanic" and "Latino" embrace not only Mexicans, Cubans,
and Puerto Ricans but also Dominicans and Central and South Americans.
Virtually no one mentions West Asians, who range from Iranians and Iraqis to
various Middle Easterners and North Africans, or, more globally, the Muslims,
Buddhists, and Hindus-all of whom now populate the western United States
in numerous locales.
To set the stage for a broader perspective of western history over the past
century, consider that between 1899 and 1910 well over seven hundred thousand immigrants indicated they planned to reside in 'The West" (we return
to my proposed definition of the term).IJ In 1900 over 20 percent of the population in the West was foreign-born compared with 13.6 percent for the nation
(1.026 million out of 10. 341 million), and the white population of foreign stock
in Wyoming, Montana, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Washington, and California exceeded the national figure of 32.1 percent. In the 1910 census more than
1. 76 million foreign-born persons resided in the West, peaking at over 2.265
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million in 1930.14 Consider, too, the other historical pattern that has been addressed rather superficially and that goes well beyond Rischin's earlier point:
between 1955 and 1998, the period with the most readily available data, 9.65
million immigrants indicated that they were intending to reside in the West (or
were already there, adjusting their status).15 In 1970, atthe beginning of the new
era of immigration, the number of foreign-born persons in the West, standing
at 4-47 million, had already reached nearly twice the earlier peak. Two decades
later, in 1990, that number had more than doubled to 9.347 million. In 1997,
the Census Bureau estimated that 12 million foreign-born persons were living
in the West- nearly eleven times more than at the beginning of the century.
To sum up my point: in 1900 just under 10 percent ofthe nation's foreign-born
resided in the West; in 1997 almost 47 percent did so. Moreover, few writers
(with the exception of Richard White, D. Michael Quinn, Carl Abbott, and
especially Sally Miller and Walter Nugent) have taken care to draw their readers' attention to the fact that, as recently as 1990, in addition to immigrant
Latinos and Asians and other immigrants of color, 1.51 million foreign-born
persons from Europe, Canada, and the Middle East-immigrants who were
not peoples of color- had also been living in the West: they constituted one in
six of all the foreign-born persons residing there. 16
I have not even delved into the second generation or all those westerners
who still identified with a European, Canadian, Middle Eastern, or other
non-Native American ancestry in 1980 and 1990. Walter Nugent's brilliant
book, Into the West: The Story ofIts People (1999), is one of the first to do so
with a depth long missing in the western field. However, as Nugent had
pointed out in his 1992 survey of historians, journalists, and western writers,
of 251 who responded to his survey, only thirty-four (including one-sixth of
historians) saw the West "as the place ofgreatest ethnic and racial mixing" or
as the most varied multicultural regionY
Still remaining as a consequence of Turner's impact is the need to overcome the immigrants' invisibility, despite several important, recent publications. Likewise, many historiographical discussions during the past third of a
century have still focused on the many omissions and oversights in Turner's
writings, including the qualifications he subsequently offered. Some scholars
made other efforts to disentangle the frontier from the West in order to resolve
the question of whether the West was a process or a place - if the existence of
such "a region" could be agreed upon. IS This brings us to the second issue I
posed at the outset of this essay: How might the West be redefined with the
immigrant perspective in mind?
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Walter Nugent's 1992 survey clearly revealed that historians, writers, and
journalists have achieved at best only a partial consensus on how to envision
the twentieth-century West. As part of the broader discussions of macroprocesses shaping and defining the West-along with federal environmental
policies, defense and other federal expenditures, New Deal reforms, and World
War II-Gerald Nash, Carl Abbott, Michael Malone, Richard Etulain, Walter
Nugent, and others have stressed metropolitanization as a defining characteristic. Underlying these analyses is the implicit recognition that the features of
the West have not been static and that the economies ofthe western states have
become more complex in the twentieth century, more independent of eastern investors (but not necessarily of the federal government), more linked to
Pacific Rim trading partners, and tied to globalization more generally. Along
with those sweeping changes, the demographic dynamics within the western
states have undergone significant transformations, with sociocultural, economic, and political ramifications for that metropolitization. As I noted,
these shifts have not been adequately addressed. In 1987 this complex, multifaceted transformation most likely prompted Richard White to define the
West not as a region but as "a product of shifting relationships to other entities." Four years later, he was even more explicit: "The West is not and has
never been an organic unit. ... [I]t is a set of relationships.... The West has
always been a much divided place: a series of urban enclaves and rural communities, a mixture of peoples whose links have never been based on common culture or mutual affection." 19
Can a definition of "The West" be determined beyond what many historians have already stated regarding the diversity of the western states in terms
of populations, periods of settlement, extent of urbanization, range of economic activities, international borders or ocean coasts, physical environment, and federal expenditures? I would argue that looking at the West from
an immigration/ethnic perspective can help us to connect better many of the
pieces of this twentieth-century, demographically transformed West. In fact,
a number of historians have touched on this issue, and their points strengthen
the case for this perspective.
First, Carlos Schwantes discussed various aspects of the important role of
immigrant labor (to which we shall return) in a major essay published in

1994. In that piece he emphasized that the Mexican border, stretching from
Texas to California, had fostered a "Latino Triangle" from San Antonio west
to San Diego and northeast to Denver. Indeed, the whole development of a
borderland culture has encompassed several dymanics: the development of
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communities on both sides of the U.S.-Mexican boundary; the impact of the
proximity of Mexico across much of the Southwest and West; the rapid expansion of hundreds of maquiladoras (factories along the Mexican side of the
border); the huge role that Texas long played as a conduit for Mexican migration to most areas of the West; and the unrelenting dilemma of unauthorized border crossings (over terrain in many places quite similar on both sides
of the borderline). Those factors are so pervasive from the Gulf Coast to the
Pacific Coast that to separate Texas from the other western states is artificial
and arbitrary. In addition, in the same volume of The Oxford History, Carol
A. O'Connor discussed western cities and included Houston, Dallas-Fort
Worth, and San Antonio. In Nugent's 1992 survey, although there were considerable differences over exactly where to place the eastern boundary of the
West, four-fifths of the respondents included all or at least the western portion of Texas in their configurations of the West. 20
Second, concerning the other geographical end point, Victoria Wyatt wrote
in her Oxford History chapter on "Alaska and Hawai'i" that "to outsiders Alaska
symbolizes a sanitized last frontier. ... Hawai'i represents a tropical paradise.
. . . [But] these popular perceptions mask the essential experiences ofAlasbns
and Hawaiians and their long-standing ties with the contiguous United States.
. . . In fact, many themes central to the development of the American West
appeared in Alaska and Hawai'i as early as-and often earlier than-in the
contiguous western frontier." Rischin, for one, even referred to Hawai'i as "in
so many ways a satellite of California." In a 1992 essay on Hawai'i, John
Whitehead also argued that Hawai'i was "the First and Last Far West" and "an
integral part of the American experience in the Pacific," geographically "a
true western frontier, with a border where one set of traditions and cultures
meets others." In another essay five years later, Whitehead referred to Alaska
and Hawai'i as the "noncontiguous Wests," noting that originally California
was not contiguous with the rest of the United States and that, in maritime
terms, Alaska and Hawai'i are contiguous with the western states - and therefore are part of the West-even if they, like the Pacific Northwest, did not
meet the criteria of aridity argued by Donald Worster, Michael Malone, and
Richard Etulain. 21
The histories of those two territories-cum-states, and especially their economic histories, have been intimately interconnected with California and
Washington State. In addition to the long-term, substantial volume of trade
between both Alaska and Hawai'j and the western states in particular, immigrant workers regularly moved to and from the Alaska canneries (and gold
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fields) and the Pacific Coast states, while Asian immigrant workers by the
thousands transferred from Hawai'i to the western mainland until, in March
1907, President TheodoreRoosevelt issued Executive Order 589 halting such
remigrations. Although the links have only become stronger since the two
territories both acquired statehood in 1959, Wyatt made the telling observation that, when both territories were attacked at the outset of World War II,
Americans reacted with the sentiment that both were already very much part
ofthe United States. Furthermore, in the first private study of its kind, I used
Immigration and Naturalization Service computer immigration records for
1972-1985 to illustrate that the key role of Hawai'i as both an immigrant
destination and as a way station for newcomers bound for the mainland continued into the contemporary period, with the latter role remaining quite
prominent until the introduction of nonstop trans-Pacific air transportation
in the early 1980s. Finally, Walter Nugent concluded that, although by nineteenth-century criteria Hawai'i would not qualify for inclusion, by the early
1960s "Alaska and Hawaii shared enough with the mainland West. ... to
qualify for membership in the region."22 Whereas in the mid-1980s I demonstrated a Miami-Honolulu Sunbelt axis related to immigration,zJ I am here
proposing that, from an immigration perspective, "the West" consists of a primary arc of immigrant entry ports and destinations extending from Texas,
across New Mexico and Arizona, to California, Oregon, Washington, and
Alaska, and out to Hawai'i. A secondary sphere, what Nugent refers to as the
"Interior West" - particularly from the historical standpoint of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries-includes Utah, Colorado, Nevada,
Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana. z4
Having defined the West from an immigration perspective, we can build on
these first two discussions by now focusing on the need for a more adequate
treatment of the demographic revolutions in the West's many subregions first
at the turn of the century and then again with the immigration reforms since
at least 1965. The full acknowledgment of the extraordinary array ofpeoples in
the West has been slow in coming, but those demographic transformations are
at the core of the omissions to which I have been referring. Clarifying the
breadth ofthese population changes-the extent and complexity ofthe ethnic
diversity-will enable us to provide a better perspective on the impact these
newcomers and their children have had on the West. Z5
For example, in 1987 Donald Worster argued that "regional history [should
not] be confused, as it sometimes is, with the history of ethnic groups migrating into a place and taking up residence." Nonetheless, a few years later, he
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went on at length with a strong multicultural perspective: "Further, we have
learned to pay more attention to the substantial numbers of nonnative people
of color, people from Mrica, the Pacific Islands, and Asia, who have come into
the garden ofagrarian myth to live alongside the European settlers, making the
West in fact a far more racially diverse place.... [T]he West has ... been a place
where white Americans ran smack into the broader world."26
In his outstanding 1985 study of the West during World War II, Gerald
Nash pointed out that over eight million people moved west of the Mississippi during the 1940S. Half went to the Pacific Coast; 90 percent, to the
cities. His description of an Oakland, California, shipyard during World War
II captured some of the essence of that population influx, for there "one
could find Slavs, Russians, Portuguese, Germans, Irish, Chinese, Greeks,
Italians, and large numbers of Okies among the milling throng of workers."
In 1986, in contrast to Nash's wartime observation, John D. Haeger's essay,
"Economic Development of the American West" in American Frontier and
Western Issues edited by Roger Nichols, never mentioned immigrants for
either the nineteenth or twentieth centuries. Likewise, in the same volume
James Whitaker discussed agriculture, and again immigrants were absent.
However, Mark Wyman's analysis of mining referred to the role of the foreign-born in many districts.
An example of a historian slowly coming to terms with the West's demographic revolution is Glenda Riley. In her contribution to Nichols's collection, "Frontier Women," seven pages passed before she mentioned ethnicity,
race, and religion. However, a decade later, Riley published "TwentiethCentury Western Women: Research Issues and Possibilities" in Researching
Western History edited by Gerald Nash and Richard Etulain. In that piece the
second paragraph declared "today's most pressing [research] question" to be
"race and ethnicity." She limited this discussion to Native American, Latino,
and Asian women, but offered observations that are more salient than those
in her earlier work yet revealing in their incomplete breadth. She wrote, "In the
1990S, developing an understanding ofthe historical experiences of women of
color is crucial to the comprehension oftwentieth-century women." Although
I applaud her emphasis on not lumping ("colonizing") Asian American
women together and for resisting the urge to generalize from one group to
another, what happened to all the western women who are/were not women
of color? In that same edited collection, Gerald Nash wrote once more on "Research Opportunities in the Economic History of the Twentieth-Century
West." He described how Amadeo P. Giannini's Bank ofAmerica catered to a
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considerable variety of California immigrant populations, focused on the
standard array of economic institutions worthy of research, and concluded
that much was left to be done on labor. Nevertheless, Nash omitted a century
of topics on the continued economic impact of these diverse immigrants as
workers and entrepreneurs, the role oftheir businesses in revitalizing centralcity economies, and their inventions, innovations, and technological and
commercial contributions. Nor does he mention a host of newer groups who
have in many ways substantially added to the western economy, particularly
during the past four decades.
And even Roger Lotchin's essay on the urban West in the same collectionreplete with suggestive comments regarding ethnic groups-says nothing
about the urban-ethnic labor issues or immigrant-ethnic entrepreneurialism,
or about the resources newcomers brought with them and the expanding presence of ethnic groups as consumers, not just producers. In his own piece on
western culture, Richard Etulain urges readers not to "overlook the signal
importance ofthe region's burgeoning ethnic populations" -namely, Native
Americans, Hispanics, and Asians! Finally, Robert Cherny, covering politics,
comes closest to expressing an awareness ofthe West's true diversity. Including
Native Americans, Latinos, Asians, and Mrican Americans, he points out, "by
no means exhausts the political significance of ethnicity. In a number of western states, especially in the early twentieth century, immigrants from Europe
formed clear and important political blocs."
The narrow definitions of diversity limited to racial groups and Latinos
have left many other peoples standing in the wings of the western stage, marginalizing them and their economic, political, and sociocultural contributions. Walter Nugent observed that, already by the 1920S, "Los Angeles [had
become] the most complex melange of ethnicities any American city had
ever seen, and other western metropolises, often despite themselves, emulated it." Although more western historians at least acknowledge early-twentieth-century diversity, most are still far from incorporating into their writings
the recent demographic transformations in the West, including influxes of
Armenians, Iranians, Soviet Jews, Christian and Muslim Arabs, other Muslims,
and the South Asian, Southeast Asian, and Central American peoplesY Still,
merely listing the recent groups of immigrants and refugees and the communities they have created does not entirely remedy their prior invisibility. An
adequate coverage of the broad diversity would examine the multitude ofvery
specific and dynamic ways these various peoples have influenced western
social, economic, political, and cultural institutions and practices at the same
time that they themselves have undergone the processes ofAmericanization.
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And therein lies the essence of the West's multiculturalism: it is part and
parcel ofwestern history itself, inseparable from-and equal to-other global
topics that dominate historical narratives ofthe West. Underlying the distinctive character of so many areas of the West one can identify a rich mosaic of
peoples and the richly variegated and complex impact they have had. Gene
Gressley captured that equality of importance in the conclusion of his contribution of Researching Western History. He wrote, "For the West is at once
defined and divided by multiculturalism, federalism, localism, regionalism,
and environmentalism."28
This complexity is especially relevant for understanding the peoples ofthe
West because most ethnic communities have not disappeared, even if their
enclaves are not always apparent. In reality, the vast majority of newcomers
have not so quickly assimilated; appearing in the West are new groups who
are neither Asian nor Mexican; and many older groups have significantly
increased in size in recent decades, ranging from the Chinese to Orthodox
Jews among whom intermixing with others is limited. Some peoples have
dispersed to suburbias and developed alternative modes of preserving aspects
of their ethnicity. Sometimes they lack an especially visible geographic center or have actually created new areas of concentration. Many others have
endured in primary areas of settlement and continued to maintain communities, sometimes expanding into locations previously occupied by other
groups. In particular, the conclusion of several authors that ethnic diversity
still existed in the West-among Hispanics, "Orientals," and blacks-butwas
"fading" among Europeans 24 exaggerated the situation for European ethnic
groups. Among other things, such an assertion assumes that no sizeable
numbers of recent European newcomers came with ethnic communal needs
and desires and that-being white-European immigrants have relatively
quickly abandoned their ethnic identities and ethnic ties.
Does this emphasis on the broad diversity of the immigrants and their children imply or claim more than is warranted? After all, as Gerald Thompson
asserted in 1990, "diversity is not the cement of regionalism." In fact, I do not
assert that diversity binds the West together into a single region, but I argue that
there have been shared experiences in terms of the roles of immigrants in all
fourteen states during the twentieth century. In at least eight states, immigration continues to be a ma jor factor in terms of issues related to housing, schooling, employment, language usage in public agencies and in businesses, refugee
and welfare assistance, entrepreneurialism, cultural accommodation, ethnic
organizational presence, increasing political mobilization, and illegal aliens as
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well as, in some places, such negative issues as crime and gangs. Ifhistorians
had paid half as much attention to the impact of federal immigration and
naturalization laws on the American West as they had to federal expenditures,
they would have offered portraits of immigrants and their place in the twentieth-century American West significantly different from what has hitherto
been presented. Given Richard White's observation thatthe West was "a land
and people constantly in the midst of reinvention and reshaping," how much
more fully would such reshaping and reinvention have been conveyed and
appreciated were so many historical players not rendered invisible and their
experiences left so opaque?lO
Historians have made immigrants visible for what was long regarded as the
classic era ofAmerican immigration, 1880-1920, but in fact more people were
admitted into the United States between 1960 and 2000 than between 1880
and 1920, underscoring the importance of integrating that recent phenomenon into histories ofthe West. As Walter Nugentput it, "The new immigration, post-1965 and post-IRCA [Immigration Reform and Control Act of
1986], continues to change the West as Europeans had changed the East
Coast and Great Lakes states earlier in the century."ll Indeed, drawing attention to the immense demographic changes occurring earlier in the century
and then identifying contemporary parallels has not been entirely absent. In
Legacy of Conquest published in 1987, Patricia Nelson Limerick observed in
her inimitable style, "Put the diverse humanity ofWestern America into one
picture and the 'melting pot' of the Eastern United States at the turn of the
century begins to look more like a family reunion, a meeting of groups with
an essential similarity-dominantly European, Judeo-Christian, accustomed
to the existence of the modern state." More than a dozen years later she refined this point: "The West was, in truth, a place of extraordinary convergence, one of the great meeting zones ofthe planet. ... [P]eople from all over
the planet met, jockeyed for position with each other, and tried to figure each
other OUt."l2
Limerick emphasized the early twentieth century, but the implications for
the present are clear. Although no one has fully taken up the challenge of
analyzing the multifaceted aspects of that encounter then and now in the
West, one example of the potential for doing so is the essay jointly written by
Sarah Deutsch, George J. Sanchez, and Gary Y. Okihiro in the Oxford History of the American West. That piece demonstrates the potential for a more
encompassing multiethnic approach. The myriad groups in Boyle Heights,
adjacent to downtown Los Angeles-labelled by the Federal Housing Ad-
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ministration in 1939 as "hopelessly heterogeneous" and too risky for loans due
to its "diverse and subversive racial elements" - is followed by discussions of
Japanese, Mexicans, and more recently arrived Asians. The authors bring the
narrative up to the early 1990S and include a discussion of both the 1992 Los
Angeles riot and the long-standing, complex issues surrounding the U.S.Mexican border regionY It seems fitting that Limerick, taking note of the
remarkable diversity in Hawai'i and the changes on the mainland, has also
suggested an imminent "Hawaiianization" of the latter as the proportion of
whites declines. Will the Census Bureau's announcement that California
had in 1999 become a majority minority state (the state's non-Hispanic white
population had dropped to 48.83 percent) signal the real end of the debate
over Turner's frontier - the end of his Euroamerican conquest of the West?34
Now seems an ideal moment to put to rest the Turnerian box that has shaped
so many of the discussions of the West-at the expense of other important
issues, such as the global origins of immigration to this region, the ongoing
transnational ties of so many of these newcomers, and their critically important economic contributions.
The major thrust ofthis essay has been to focus attention on the invisibility ofgreat numbers of immigrants in the western narrative, on the virtual invisibility of their extraordinary diversity throughout most of the twentieth
century, and on the extent to which various social and economic dimensions
of western history have been influenced by that diversity. The relevance of
these immigrants stems in part from the West's many episodes of exploitation,
intergroup tensions, and conflict often linked to the overlapping waves of immigration .
. The three volumes ofthe Dillingham Commission's report of 1911 on immigrants in the West's economy at that time (vols. 23-25) reveal that considerable interaction between American and foreign workers occurred in the
West, along with dual, triple, and even quadruple wage scales put in place for
American, European (sometimes northern and nonnorthern European),
Latino (native and immigrant), and Asian workers. At the same time, extensive areas in the West still provided agricultural opportunities that enabled
many northern and western Europeans to adapt and integrate without encountering much resistance, for they generally met with greater acceptance.
Most had also come to settle (rather than sojourn), and many had lived elsewhere in the United States prior to remigrating farther westward. At the same
time, many southern and eastern European, Asian, and Mexican workers
(especially single males) came to the United States initially as sojourners. For
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some time the scattered locations oflogging, milling, mining, and large-scale
agricultural operations inhibited many newer groups from coalescing as readily
into full ethnic communities, particularly outside urban centers. Nonetheless,
Americans' and then Europeans' racial antipathies rather quickly crystallized
in response to the perceived willingness of Mexicans, Chinese, Japanese,
Koreans, Asian Indians, and then Filipinos to accept lower wages (at least initially) and to endure substandard working and living conditions. They were
exploited first by labor contractors, farmers, ranchers, mine owners, canneries,
railroad companies, and logging and milling firms, then by factory owners and
agribusinesses, and most recently by a broad array of urban employers. The
outcome-frequently reinforced for many years by organized labor's opposition to these newer groups-quite often resulted in an eventual recasting of a
three-way or even four-way encounter (Americans, Europeans, Latinos, and
Asians) into a struggle between whites and peoples of color, with the latter commonly engaged in their own intergroup conflicts for economic leverage.
At times unions played a prominent role in racial polarization in cities
such as San Francisco and Seattle, but in Los Angeles- "a famously AngloAmerican city" in Nugent's words -the early and disproportionate numbers
of transplanted native-born Americans cast the city's racial die in ways that
certainly contributed to the antiunion, open-shop stance of its leaders in the
1910S and 1920S. The political climate set the tone for the racial friction and
social distancing that contributed to the later race riots. In a somewhat comparable scenario, Neil Foley's and David Montejano's descriptions of rural
South Texas and the in-migration there ofAnglo farmers in the first decades
of the twentieth century illustrate how the concerted economic power of
these newcomers maintained for decades a virtual racial caste system. By way
of contrast, until the 1960s Seattle was "ethnically but not racially diverse";
many residents of European descent were foreign-born or second-generation
persons. Many had resettled from the Midwest and Upper Midwest but were
not ofthe native-born American Midwest. Discrimination occurred but with
comparatively less racial strife. J5
Dennis Ogawa, Ronald Takaki, Lawrence Fuchs, Miriam Sharma, Yakiko
Kimura, and others noted for the Hawaiian plantations, as Chris Friday pointed
out for the Alaskan canneries that, over time, stark confrontations were less
evident where minorities, including Alaskan Natives, were better able to mobilize because ofthe different demographic compositions: notably in the racial
mix the smaller percentage of white Americans in relation to the various minorities. However, in the mainland West the fact remains, Richard White
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concluded, that "minorities were the only groups who occupied the lower
tier positions permanently." The dual wage systems had the intended effect
of reinforcing racial divisions over class unity36 Although that outcome
emerged as only one of the dynamics in labor and intergroup relations in the
East and Midwest, it settled in as a predominant and more enduring one in
many parts of the mainland West. This racial dynamic profoundly affected
not only native-born groups but also newer immigrant populations entering
those western socioeconomic scenes for the first time, even if they retreated
to enclaves.
Albert Camarillo described this process quite clearly with respect to Mexicans in southern California, and it could as easily apply elsewhere. The incorporation of Mexican workers into the capitalist labor market, Camarillo
wrote, "locked them into the status of a predominantly unskilled/semiskilled
working class at the bottom of the occupational structure. The major occupational, residential, political, and social patterns evident in the nineteenth
century continued into the new century and through the Great Depression."
Thus, noted Richard White, "Only in the West were the conditions offoreign
nationality and race so intimately intertwined."37
Nonetheless, the polarization ofraces did not occur in all contexts or equally
among all social classes of immigrants and their children. Divisions remained
among foreign-born Europeans, especially among those who had more recently arrived and those who lacked the job skills and language facility to integrate readily. Immigrants have therefore figured most prominently in both
economic relations and in the evolution of social patterns, contributing in a
substantial fashion to the fabric of both race and class relations in western
history. In their quest to tell the bigger story-and by so doing marginalizing
those immigrants-most general works on the West have oversimplified or
obscured the complex ethnic and racial dynamics that were fundamentally
shaping major areas ofwestern society. Doubters need only consider the multiracial riot in Los Angeles in 1992 and the astonishing demographic changes in
Houston, San Diego, San Jose, Las Vegas, and Seattle.
It is ironic, therefore, that in 1989, Michael Malone and Richard Etulain
commented on how "the modern West evolved into the most cosmopolitan
of American regions, the homeland of nearly all of the country's Indians,
most of its Hispanics and Orientals, and rapidly rising numbers of blacks." As
noted, Malone later reiterated that point as a fifth force of regionalism: "the
remarkable new cosmopolitanism resulting from the upsurge in Asian and
Latin American immigration."38 Of course, these authors have not been alone
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in using this theme of cosmopolitanism, but these unqualified depictions of
cosmopolitanism have had several effects on western historiography: they
unintentionally mask the persistent racial hierarchy and complex interaction
between white persons and peoples of color; they ignore most references to
European groups still thriving in the West-thus contributing to an unvariegated "whiteness" that could be mistaken for ethnic uniformity among Europeans/ 9 and they likewise overlook the newer European, Middle Eastern,
Asian, Latino, and even African groups already populating parts of the West,
especially in those metropolitan centers. The paradox of this western "cosmopolitanism" is that this same cosmopolitan West has also witnessed some of
the fiercest efforts to control mostly nonwhite minorities and some of the
worst episodes of nativism. To minimize the presence of immigrants seriously
understates this feature of the metropolitanization - or cosmopolitanism - of
the West. In other words, omitting their experiences obscures the full array of
key players within the overall historical narrative ofthe twentieth-century West.
Now, many of these negative features have been grounded in the realities
of economic competition and labor exploitation, in the legacy of racial antipathies imported from other parts of the United States, and in the nativist
responses to periodic economic adversities that have triggered overt hostility,
from the physical attacks on Mexicans, Koreans, Asian Indians, and Filipinos
at the beginning of the century to attacks on Koreans and Vietnamese at the
end of it. Sarah Deutsch's observation regarding the late nineteenth century
could be applied here, too: "It was not simply different races that converged
[in the West] but different ways oflife -systems of economy, politics, family,
society."411 In the final analysis, then, western cosmopolitanism included
heated racial and ethnic dynamics along with numerous instances of ethnic
persistence and of adaptation to American society among newcomers of all
backgrounds. The myriad patterns of change, accommodation, and integration have therefore been inseparable from the patterns of competition, confrontation, and exploitation, and all are inseparable from the larger history of
the West and the nation. It is precisely this more inclusive history ofthe West
that is outside the Turnerian box.
Having outlined the intrinsic importance of immigrant-driven diversity to
the history of the West, let me take these aspects of diversity one step further.
Inescapably, intergroup tensions are substantially a product of the dynamics
of the workplace, often due to forces operating beyond the immigrants' control. The case can also be made for the centrality of the immigrants' labor,
talents, resources, creativity, and entrepreneurial ism. Any wide-eyed account
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ofthe West's remarkable growth is actually myopic as long as the multifaceted
economic roles of immigrants and -their children are not center stage with
those who initiated, financed, and directed many of the principal components of the region's transformation.
The three volumes (23-25) of the Dillingham Commission's report of 1911
on immigrants in the western economy detailed many areas of the economy
that relied upon workers from Europe, Asia, Mexico, and Canada as well as
from other parts of the United States. The frequent result was an intentional
ethnic hierarchy of wage scales. That stratification is but one part of the story.
To complete the process of distancing ourselves from the Turnerian box,
this economic theme can highlight many critical aspects of the contributions
of immigrants and their children to the development of the twentieth-century West. Cast aside the immigrant and second-generation workers and you
have a pauperized West. Thus, let us grant Donald Worster's contention that
"the most important single piece oflegislation in the history of the West" was
the Newlands Reclamation Act of 1902; that "the hydraulic West came of
age" after World War II, that 43.67 million acres ofland were under irrigation
by 1978 in seventeen western states, and that "this water empire [was] a purely
western invention." Take note, too, of Nugent's declaration that "irrigation
.... made possible the peopling of much of the West."41 Who but the immigrants and some of their second generation were commonly hired to do most
of the construction of the irrigation works and then to till the vast, new fields,
and to harvest the crops? Widen the picture: absent these peoples a century
ago and little salmon would have been canned, far less timber felled, far
fewer shingles milled, scarcely any fish caught, much less copper, lead, and
coal mined, and hardly any fresh fruits and vegetables packed, shipped, or
locally marketed. Without them many new crops would have been left undeveloped, much cotton unpicked, most swamps.undrained, sugar cane
plantations unharvested in Hawai'i, and most railroads and electric railways
uncompleted or unmaintained. Remove immigrants from the turn-of-themillennium scene and far less computer equipment and components would
have been assembled, far fewer garments manufactured, many gardens unte~ded, restaurant dishes unbussed, hotel rooms unmade, buildings and
roofs unfinished, software programs left incomplete, and most major crops
of fruit, vegetables, and nuts marketed in far smaller quantities. Moreover,
many central cities would have languished without the immigrant businesses
to revitalize them, and global trading would have been less substantial had
the numerous immigrant entrepreneurs not stepped in with ties to homeland
capital, resources, production capabilities, and markets.
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These lists could be much longer, detailing the indispensable economic
roles not only of Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, South Asians, Filipinos, and
Mexicans but also ofItalians, Greeks, Jews, Armenians, Slovaks, Irish, Finns,
Norwegians, Swedes, and, more recently, Iranians, Israelis, Salvadorans,
Guatemalans, Vietnamese, Thais, Turks, Palestinians, and Russians-and
many other groups. The "composite nationality" of the West's working man
and woman has not been that of a northern European but of a multihued
person. The impact of immigrants and their children on the West was immense, indisputable, but often invisible-so taken for granted as to be only
fleetingly acknowledged.
To illustrate the vital labor role of immigrants, the following representative observations could be writ large. At least seven times in his greatly admired study of southern California, Albert Camarillo explicitly emphasized
the vital contributions of immigrant workers to the growth of that subregion.
At the turn of the century Mexicans were already "indispensable in building
the region's economic prosperity"; they were "the backbone of the labor intensive sectors of Santa Barbara's prosperous agricultural hinterlands and its
urban building and construction trades." Between 1900 and 1930 the pattern
continued, for "the expanding economy of [Santa Barbara] and the agricultural areas near [it] became increasingly dependent upon Mexican labor." In
fact, throughout that time, "Mexican men and women [also] constituted one
of the primary sources of manual and factory labor in Los Angeles."42 With
increasing frequency in California by the late nineteenth century, Walter
Nugent observed, "farm workers were not future homesteaders but people
drawn from a succession of ,outsider' racial groups," and the state's industrial
agriculture consisted of"large holdings employing an ethnically second-class
contract force." Yet, focusing specifically on California's Central Valley, Sally
Miller described the '~c~nstant stream of incoming workers" seeking opportunities. The valley continued to lure "the French and Swiss, Danes and
Basques, Swedes and Hungarians, Canadians and Serbs, and Jews, Arabs,
and Asians as well as many others from a variety of lands."43
In the Pacific Northwest at the turn of the century, immigrants from
Scandinavia were dominant among fishermen (along with Canadians and
Chinese), particularly in the salmon industry, while the halibut trade in the
was "almost exclusively a Norwegian enterprise," reported Janet Rasmussen. So many Swedes worked in logging, for example in King County,
Washington, she added, that "Scandinavian" was "the working language of
the woods." Meanwhile, James J. Hill, the railroad entrepreneur, boasted,
1920S
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"Give me enough Swedes and whiskey and I'll build a railroad to Hell!" At
the diagonally opposite end of our western region, David Montejano related
a number of statements from farmers in southern Texas, the Winter Garden
area. During the early years of the twentieth century, one acknowledged, "I
don't know how we would get along without Mexican labor." An onion
grower confessed, "We have got to have a class of people who will do this kind
oflabor. ... if we can't have the Mexicans, it will stop all this development."
As a result, Montejano concluded, segregationist policies-from education
to housing-drew their "force from the need to regulate and maintain the
reservoir of cheap Mexican labor." The segregated institutions "rigidly defined their positions as farm laborers."44
Finally, providing an urban perspective on the contemporary era, Carl Abbott
points out that the foreign-born in Los Angeles currently occupy "the full range
of economic roles-low skilled service workers, low wage garment workers,
skilled electronic assemblers, small entrepreneurs in retailing and manufacturing, scientists, and professionals." All in all, as Sarah Deutsch stated, "Access to
inexhaustible supplies oflow paid labor and low cost resourcesremained central
to the success of western booms."45 Only during the depression was that supply
comprised for a time ofsignificant numbers ofAmerican-born Arkies and Okies,
who soon moved on as defense production soared.
From the longer historical perspective concerning immigration, the question is not whether the West is process or place; for immigrants it has been
process in place. Their experience is not that of minorities as incidental figures but of immigrants and the children of immigrants as integral players on
the social, cultural, and economic (and gradually political) stages of western
life. Their history is not the tale of minorities as self-confined entities but as
individuals and groups involved in minority-majority and minority-minority
relations in many parts of the West. As spokes on the wheel of a sailing-ship
helm, foreigners in the West have come into this new environment while
retaining ties beyond American shores and borders in all directions to their
homelands. In various economic ways those transnational ties ultimately link
the West with the ever more pervasive patterns of commercial and financial
globalization. These ties reinforce a point I made years ago, that immigrants'
and their enterprises are part ofthe West's movement beyond the Pacific Rim
to a "Rimless World."46
.A multiethnic approach to the peoples in the western arc of states as well
as in the interior western states enables us to identify more precisely and with
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greater depth how many different groups have adapted in various environments, how differently groups have been treated and responded to those situations, and how variously they have contributed to the economies, societies,
politics, and cultures of the West. With that enriched perspective we better
appreciate with whose labor the builders of the West built the West. In these
many ways, centering the story of immigration within the larger ones of the
western region is a step toward accomplishing what Gerald Nash hoped for
in the last decade of the twentieth century: "By 1990 it was clear that historians of the West had discovered much that was right, and much that was
wrong with the story of the West. ... Perhaps the task of the generation entering the 1990S is to restore greater balance to the subject." To continue the
existing discussions without this more complete and more balanced perspective is to continue to debate the West within the Turnerian box. To do so,
overlooks or minimizes the true dimensions of the West's demographic revolutions that underlay so much of what transpired during the twentieth century. Already in 1897 the novelist Frank Norris had recognized that emerging
reality: "As yet, we, out here, on the fringe of the continent, are not a people,
we are peoples."47

It is therefore appropriate to conclude with Roger Lotchin's quite penetrating observation on the paradoxical approaches writers have used regarding ethnicity in the West:
The group currently labeled Caucasian, white, or Anglo initially came to
the West as Jews, midwesterners, Germans, English, Canadians, Irish,
Cornish ... , Serbs, and so forth. If they have not melted, that would
indicate even more multicultural diversity in the West than the current
multiculturalists and revisionists recognize.... On the other hand, if, as
the terms ... imply, these groups are no longer Jewish, midwestern,
German, English, Canadian, Irish, Cornish, Basque ... , Scots, and
southerners, then the melting pot must have largely succeeded.... In
that case we must explain how the ethnics got into that container and,
more importantly, in what condition they came OUt. 48
Diversity may not have been (or presently be) a "cement" unifying a western region, but this part of America was-and continues to be-comprised
of a unique amalgam of peoples in unique settings, peoples whose manifold
contributions to the region's development are inseparable from its general
history. In particular, the efforts and achievements of immigrants and their

WINTER 2002

BARKAN

~

81

children must no longer remain offstage, in the wings, occasionally to be
brought forth, fragmented and sorely incomplete. Such is the significance of
those immigrants and second-generation children that they deserve their
turn on center stage in the history of the twentieth-century American West.
From Texas to Alaska and Hawai'i, their successes and their failures, their
conflicts and collaborations, their labor and their talents, their assimilation
and their persistence need acknowledgment as having shaped key aspects of
the West as profoundly as have frontiers and aridity, metropolitanization and
agribusinesses, federal controls and defense spending, or environmental concerns and the legacy of conquest.
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88?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER I

40. Sarah Deutsch, "Landscape of Enclaves: Race Relations in the West," in Under An
Open Sky: Rethinking America's Western Past, ed. William Cronon, George Miles,
and Jay Gitlin (New York: W. W. Norton, 1992), 120; and Elliott R. Barkan, "Return
of the Nativists? Public Opinion in Good Times and Bad: Califo"rnia and the New
Immigration in the 1980s and 199os," (paper presented at the European Social
Sciences History meeting, 12 April 2000, Amsterdam, The Netherlands).
41. Donald Worster, quoted in White, "It's Your Misfortune," 406; Worster, "New West,
True West," 98; and Nugent, Into the West, 111.
42. Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Society, 93, 100, 136, 143, 155, 211, 228. Quotations from ibid., 100, 143, 155, and 211. Also see ibid., 228.
43· Nugent, Into the West, 85,88; Miller, "Changing Faces of the Central Valley," 175;
and Sally Miller, quoted by Glenna Matthews in "Forging a Cosmopolitan Civic
Culture: The Regional Identity of San Francisco and Northern California," in

Many Wests: Place, Culture, and Regional Identity, ed. David Wrobel and Michael
C. Steiner (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1997), 222.
44. Janet E. Rasmussen, New Land, New Lives: Scandinavian Immigrants to the Pacific
Northwest (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1993), 172-73; Schwantes, The
Pacific Northwest, 193,202; and Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, 187,193, 178, 196.
45· Carl Abbott, "The Federal Presence," in Oxford History of the American West, ed.
Clyde A. Milner II, Carol A. O'Connor, and Martha A. Sandweiss (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1994),493; and Deutsch, "Landscape of Enclaves," 128.
46. Elliott R. Barkan, Asian and Pacific Islander Migration to the United States: A Model

of New Global Patterns (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1992), 31-32, 39-40.
47· Nash, Creating the West, 275-76. The Norris statement is quoted by Pomeroy in The
Pacific Slope, 262.
48. Lotchin, "The Impending Urban Past," 61.

Book Reviews

Scots in the North American West, 1790-1917. By Ferenc Morton Szasz. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xvi + 272 pp. Halftones, maps,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3253-1.)
It has been more than thirty years since W. Turrentine Jackson published
his The Enterprising Scot: Investors in the American West After 1873. Ferenc
Szasz's book, Scots in the North American West, 179°-1917, widensthe scope
of the inquiry in an admirable piece of writing and research. The volume
treats the interaction between the Scots and the North American West (including Canada) from the 1790S to World War I. During that period British
involvement with the West was extensive, especially concerning mining, the
range-cattle industry, and sheep raising.
A kind of dramatic pageantry accompanied these economic pursuits.
Some Scots became almost legendary. Andy Little in Idaho and Montana
mixed-blood Raphael Cristy contributed to the emergence of a western
mythology that captivated the homeland Scots. Best known of all were nineteenth-century eccentric Sir William Drummond Stewart and, still later,
naturalist John Muir, considered to be the father of the United States National Park system.
The Scot migration even featured an Indian dimension. Szasz's third chapter ("Scotland and the American Indians") deals with what he terms the ScotoIndians. As late as 1964 the principal chief ofOklahoma's Creek Nation boasted
the surname Mcintosh. At a national reunion he proudly dressed in full Plains
Indian regalia and was accompanied by the sound of bagpipes.
Unlike Szasz, too few historians have paid attention to the solidifying record of foreigners on the prairies and mountains of the West. The Scottish
experience helps to vindicate Frederick Jackson Turner's vision of an emancipative American West. Szasz, however, might have compared the Scot record
with that of other foreigners. The role of such visitors and settlers deserves at
least some of the attention usually lavished upon vigilantes, gunslingers, and
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other villains. The dime-novel approach of popularist writers too often continues the myth of a nineteenth-century West devoid of immigrants. Yet,
former peasants and aristocrats alike became the shopkeepers, journalists,
and bankers of a society in formation.
The Scotch-Irish diaspora was among the largest ofall migrations to North
America. Both the Brits and Scots also experienced far less discrimination
against them than swarthier immigrants. Some Scots arrived with greater
capital to invest than most foreigners, but whatever their origins, all had a
massive impact upon the development of the American West.
One purpose of studying history professionally is to escape from commonly accepted assumptions by carefully examining the past. Ferenc Szasz,
in a superbly documented and stylistic book, has captured the essence of the
Scot experience abroad in quite unique ways. He can be proud of his
achievement.
Andrew Rolle
The Huntington Library

Fort Robinson and the American West, 1874-1899. By Thomas R. Buecker. (Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1999. xxvii + 265 pp. Halftones, maps,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-9333°7-26-8.)
Fort Robinson, located in northeast Nebraska and now a state historical site,
played a crucial role in frontier history. Simply put, this book is about Fort
Robinson's first twenty-five years: the men who served there; the women who
made homes there; the government officials who visited there; the traders and
Indian agents who conducted business there; and the Indian peoples (particularly the Lakota and Cheyenne) who traded, treated, fought, and sometimes
died there. Thomas Buecker's achievement is notable in that he manages to
show Fort Robinson's history not strictly as a series of military encounters but
also as a process of human drama. He includes details on the day-to-day running ofthe fort, the interactions between the groups, the differences in personalities that led to both clashes and deep friendships, and the significant
historical events that transpired in or near the post. Buecker uses official military and government documents, and liberally supplements those sources with
personal letters and diary entries from the common soldiers, their wives and
sweethearts, and visitors. These additional records help the author put into
perspective the reasons for stationing soldiers in that isolated but beautiful
location. Buecker also makes clear that although there were hard work and
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dangerous encounters, there were simple pleasures as well. The entire work is
not only impressively documented, but interesting and readable.
Buecker traces the transition of Camp Robinson to a fully garrisoned
permanent fort with a significant role in the Sioux Wars of 1874-1876. Fort
Robinson was where the Oglala leader, Crazy Horse, was sworn in as a sergeant of military scouts and where he would later surrender, be imprisoned,
and meet his untimely and controversial death. From Fort Robinson the
Cheyenne, refusing to return to Indian Territory, fled north. When Buecker
describes the Indian outbreak of January 1879, he does so with balanced
empathy. The account of what he terms the "bloodiest chapter of the fort's
history" is straightforward yet certainly not dry (p. 48).
The 1880s witnessed an expanded role for the fort. As other posts such as
Camp Sheridan were abandoned and their troops posted to Fort Robinson,
new building projects contributed to its permanency. Of note were the new
barracks for the first of the Black cavalry regiments (the "buffalo soldiers"),
a frame stable for their mounts, and a new guardhouse. The latter was
deemed a necessity because the original was "so infested with vermin" that
it was a "punishment for a man to go on guard" (p. 150). Indicative ofthe type
of detail found throughout the book an account of the buffalo soldiers'
thirty-hour, 102-mile ride in the aftermath of the massacre at Wounded Knee
Creek (p. 178). The last chapter, although entitled "Buffalo Soldiers," does
not deal exclusively with the Black soldiers, but covers more of the daily
routine and tragic incidents inherent in fort life during this time period.
Although this volume is the first of a projected two-volume work, it can
easily stand alone. Indeed, each chapter in itself is quite profitable and
Buecker has pulled them together to make his study a fascinating and valuable work that will not disappoint frontier historians and will delight even the
casual reader.

is

Nancy S. Gillis
Wayne State College

Gatewood 6 Geronimo. By Louis Kraft. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2000. xi + 290 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$49·95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2129-1, $19·95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-2130-5.)
Gatewood 6 Geronimo details the events leading to the surrender of
Geronimo and his small band of Chiricahua Apaches in what was arguably
the last true Indian war in U.S. history. Highlighted throughout the work is
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the role of 1St Lt. Charles B. Gatewood, Sixth U.S. Cavalry, in bringing about
Geronimo's surrender following a long period of army campaigning fraught
with logistical problems and underlying political and diplomatic implications. Historian Louis Kraft has produced the definitive treatment of the
actions ofthe Indians and the army - and particularly of Gatewood - culminating in Geronimo's submission to Brig. Gen. Nelson A. Miles at Skeleton
Canyon, New Mexico, on 3 September 1886.
The Apaches had long impeded White settlement in the Southwest, and
troublesome incidents with them occurred as far back as the end of the war
with Mexico. In the 1870S and 1880s, Brig. Gen. George Crook fielded commands of Apache scouts, promoting schisms among the targeted peoples to
break their resistance. Gatewood headed a unit of Apache scouts and later
proved a capable reservation administrator, but he distained Crook's political maneuvering and the general's declination to support him or reassign
him. In 1885 Geronimo and a small group fled the San Carlos Reservation
and entered Mexico; U.S. troops pursued in accordance ~ith existing reciprocity agreements. And when Commanding General Philip H. Sheridan
ultimately accepted Crook's resignation over policy differences, the experienced Gatewood was summoned by Miles and directed to go after Geronimo
and negotiate his surrender.
As Kraft deftly relates, the ensuing mission was immensely personal and
meaningful for Gatewood. Yet despite his strong sense of duty, he suffered bad
health, and the support of associate officers critical to Gatewood's success was
rancorous and marginal at best. That he induced Geronimo to surrender reflected Gatewood's mettle, commitment, and honor. Unfortunately, Miles and
others denied Gatewood his accomplishment, and the general, as he had in
other dealings with Indians, lied in finalizing the surrender. In the end, all of
the Apaches were shipped east as prisoners of war to alien climates in Florida
and Alabama. Many died during this period with the government finally transferring the survivors to Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Despite having done his duty,
Gatewood was subsequently ostracized in the profession, victimized by the
politics of the Crook-Miles tenures in Arizona. He never won promotion; his
health and career declined simultaneously following the events in Arizona,
New Mexico, and Mexico, in 1896 Gatewood died a broken man. Geronimo,
his friend, also betrayed by the army, lived at Fort Sill until 1909.
Kraft succeeds in recounting the Gatewood-Geronimo drama with clarity and objectivity, conveying a warranted sense of pathos to the protagonists.
While the narrative generally reads well, the frequent use of one- and two-
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sentence paragraphs occasionally distracts attention from the narrative flow.
Nonetheless, the parallel story of these two individuals fated for historic purpose makes Gatewood 0' Geronimo an important contribution to our knowledge of the frontier military experience in the American Southwest.
Jerome A. Greene
National Park Service, Denver

Border Conflict: Villistas, Carrancistas, and the Punitive Expedition, 19151920. By Joseph A. Stout JT. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian UniversityPress,
1999. xiv + 198 pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth,
ISBN 0-87565-200-X.)
Joseph A. Stout Jr. takes on the well-covered subject of General John J.
Pershing's Punitive Expedition into Mexico in response to Francisco "Pancho"
Villa's famous attack on Columbus, New Mexico. Stout, through his extensive
use of Mexican sources, sheds valuable new light on the Mexican government's response to Pershing's invasion. The author's main argument, based on
Mexican military correspondence, is that Venustiano Carranza, Mexico's president, was more concerned with eradicating Villa and his followers than he was
with the presence of US. troops on Mexican soil. Nonetheless, as a result ofthe
strong nationalist and anti-American rhetoric and propaganda used by
Carranza, Woodrow Wilson and US. policy makers acted on the belief that
Mexican troops might actually be protecting Villa from Pershing and his men.
Carranza, however, realized that Villa posed a greater threat to his political
survival than did the presence of U.S. troops in Mexico. To solidify the political power of his Constitutionalist faction, Carranza combined an antiAmerican rhetoric, his own search-and-destroy mission against Villa while
carefully avoiding U.S. troops, and a propaganda campaign waged in the
United States and aimed at improving his image. Carranza's hope was to
force US. troops into leaving Mexico by eliminating Pancho Villa, the main
reason for their presence. Ironically, the political impasse between the US.
and Mexican governments brought on by the Pershing Punitive Expedition
forced Carranza to appoint his main political rival, General Alvaro Obregon,
as secretary of war and chief negotiator. Obregon's appointment eventually
led to Carranza's ouster from power in 1920.
Stout does an excellent job of uncovering the logic behind the Mexican
government's response to the Pershing Punitive Expedition. However, he
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fails to provide a full account of the varied ways in which the Mexican populace responded to the invasion. Stout's recreation of the Punitive Expedition
is based on the New York Times, several narratives, an autobiography, and
U.S. military correspondence. Stout then uses Mexican military correspondence to recreate the Mexican government's response to the expedition, but
he fails to take into accountthe historical and anthropological works of Friedrich Katz and Daniel Nugent that explore the response ofthe Mexican populace. Stout's claim that no Mexicans would assist U.S. troops in discovering
Villa's whereabouts is based on correspondence written by U.S. officers who
failed to hunt down Villa. Most Mexicans certainly were not tripping over
themselves to help U.S. troops find Villa. Nonetheless, Katz and Nugent
have detailed the events surrounding the aid that some Mexican residentsespecially those ofNamiquipa, Chihuahua-gave to U.S. troops. These residents were responding to the pillaging of their villages and the impressment
of their men by Villistas. Assisting U.S. troops was seen as a means of defending themselves against further depravations. Also, in a time of rampant inflation and worthless paper money, many Mexicans were also wooed by the
U.S. military's policy of buying supplies from natives with silver dollars.
Stout's account of the Pershing Punitive Expedition would have been richer
had he included these insights.

Border Conflict is a wonderfully written reinterpretation of the Punitive
Expedition and will be a joy to read for professional historians and casual
readers alike. Despite some minor flaws, this book is highly recommended.
Andrae M. Marak
Lakeland College, Milwaukee

Tangled Destinies: Latin America and the United States. By Don M. Coerver
and Linda B. Hall. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999.
xii + 289 pp. Halftones, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95
cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2118-6, $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-2117-8.)
Ten years of the post-Cold War era have invited new attempts at interpretating relations between Latin American countries and a growing variety
of historical players in the United States during the last two hundred years.
Linda Hall and Don Coerver offer a fresh, scholarly synthesis and an interpretation of these complex relations for the period between 1820 and 2000.
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The book offers graduates and scholars a highly sophisticated narrational
tapestry that accommodates the widest possible interrelated issues: international financial structures, diplomacy, drug wars, politics of debt, and the
issue of multicultural ethnicity as it relates to the Latino communities in the
United States. The resulting multitude of policy dilemmas are presented to
undergraduate students in a clear, convincing, and accessible manner. The
authors strike a remarkable balance between description and exploration.
Hall and Coerver use the tool of chronology to offer the reader an entry
into the material. The first quarter of the book looks at the nineteenth century. The next two quarters are devoted to an analysis of the twentieth century. The last quarter focuses on issues of ethnic integration and international
crime networks that peddle extreme stimulants in disregard of national
boundaries. It also explores the question how the modern democratic state
should react to this challenge. In addition a supplementary bibliography
allows professors to give students instant helpful citations during office hours.
This text is richer than most survey texts, for it includes sources that go
against the established preferred political explanations. Delightfully, it repeatedly breaks out of the silly historical isolationism of the U.S.-Latin
American paradigm and looks at the hemisphere from a world perspective.
Students will find nonstereotypical descriptions of U.S. and Latin American
policy makers and their decision making, or lack thereof. Interestingly, the
book also transcends petty ideological faultlines of inward looking academic
culture where the evidence suggests the need to go beyond dualistic reasoning. This book might be an ideal survey text for years to come.
Friedrich E. Schuler
Portland State University

A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala. By
Diane M. Nelson. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. xix + 427
pp. Halftones, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN
0-520-21284-3, $22.00

paper, ISBN 0-520-21285-1.)

Diane Nelson has written a complex, well-documented, and thoroughly
researched book about contemporary Guatemalan politics, state formation,
national identity, and the Maya resurgence in Guatemala. For the past thirty
years, Guatemala has endured the longest civil war in Central America, a
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conflict that formally ended only with the signing of the Chapultepec Peace
Accords in December 1996. Left in the debris of the war is a fractured nation
trying to rebuild itself and reconstitute its national identity. Central among
the issues of national reconstruction and identity reformation is the participation of the Maya, who constitute a majority in this heavily indigenous
nation. Long exploited by the Ladino ruling elites and marginalized within
the Guatemalan political system, the Maya have begun to reassert themselves culturally and politically. The Maya movement is perhaps the single
most dramatic example of the contemporary reemergence of indigenous
peoples in the Americas.
The title of the book refers to the conceptualization that Guatemalans use
to depict Maya activism-as a finger in the wounds of the damaged body
politic of their nation. Using a mode of analysis termed "fluidarity" (developed originally by Mark Driscoll), defined as "a practice of necessarily partial knowledge" (p. 42), Nelson uses metaphors referring to the human body
in layered, nuanced ways to describe the complex and ever-shifting milieu of
Guatemalan politics and national-identity formation. Her use of the fluidarity concept is an important intellectual contribution. Because of its ability
to capture complexity in motion, fluidarity can be useful for examining cultural discourse and political relations among ethnic groups. Fluidarity rejects
the idea that identities are solid or rigidly fixed. Instead, from this perspective,
identities are formed through a process of articulation.
The book successfully illuminates the tangle ofMaya-Ladino cultural and
political relations, largely because of Nelson's ability to pull together a wide
range ohelevant literature and her rapport with seemingly all sectors of
Guatemalan society. Nelson's book represents the best of postmodern scholarship, offering an accessible and readable account with a minimum of jargon, faltering only in an unnecessarily complicated chapter on international
law and treaties.
Scholars of interethnic relations in the Americas will be able to mine
this book's insights for years to come. Nelson's work will stand as a thorough, thoughtful, and finely honed analysis that illuminates indigenous
activism and indigenous-Ladino relations within the context of national
identity reformation in the newly peaceful and democratizing nations of
Central America.
Kathleen R. Martin
Florida International University
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Zarzuela: Spanish Operetta, American Stage. By Janet L. Sturman. (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2000. x + 243 pp. Halftones, tables, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-252-02596-2.)

Sturman's study of zarzuela takes the reader on a journey from the Iberian
Peninsula where the Spanish musical-theatrical form was conceived in the
mid-1600s, to the Americas where zarzuela has been appropriated and transformed by Cubans, Argentinians, Puerto Ricans, and other Spanish-speaking
peoples living in the United States.
The book devotes one chapter to the history of zarzuela in Spain but then
moves to the New World for a thorough treatment of zarzuela as a musical
and cultural phenomenon representing the creole experience. In the next
four chapters the book traces the zarzuela as an itinerant form of entertainment brought to Latin America by Spanish troupes and then as a locally
produced show. Sturman documents the development of zarzuela and its
related forms in Cuba because the island nation contributed greatly to the
production and reception of zarzuela in the United States, especially in what
Sturman calls "The Golden Years" of zarzuela during the 1920S-1930s.
Sturman's skills as an ethnomusicologist shine brightest in the final four
chapters that address two of the Big Apple's most distinguished zarzuela companies of the late twentieth century: Repertorio Espanol and Thalia Spanish
Theatre. Here, the reader learns ofthe different artistic and musical styles ofthe
two companies as shaped by their dynamic directors. These chapters also recognize the efforts of the directors to build a solid infrastructure ofclientele and
funding sources in order to keep zarzuela alive as a legitimate form of entertainment for the diverse Spanish-speaking communities of New York. Sturman's
portrait ofthe audiences from those communities and their reasons for attending zarzuela performances constitute a fascinating study of cultural and ethnic
identity. Sturman proposes that the zarzuela, as performed by the two companies she investigates, not only preserves traditions but also enables the Hispanic
population to attain desirable interactions with the greater New York population. As she states in her conclusion, "zarzuela productions do much more
than project identity. They actually create a composite identity that does not
exist outside the confines of the zarzuela show" (p. 158).
Sturman addresses the Southwest twice in her book, first in her history ofthe
zarzuela in the United States and second as part ofher study on the networking
of zarzuela directors. She further pays tribute to the International Festival de
la Zarzuela held in EI Paso, Texas, for many years and the energetic work of
Mary Montano and iViva Zarzuela! of Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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Sturman's writing invites the reader to participate in her examination of
both the historical roots and the cultural consequences of the importation of
zarzuela to the New World in chapters that are carefully knitted together.
The only element missing from this engaging and thoughtful history of Spanish lyric theater is a compact disc with examples ofthe vibrant songs that have
made the zarzuela a beloved attraction of its audiences for centuries.
Margo Milleret
University of New Mexico

La Musica de los Viejitos: Hispano Folk Music ofthe Rio Grande del Norte.
By Jack Loeffler, Katherine Loeffler, and Enrique R. Lamadrid. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xi + 223 pp. 40 halftones, song
texts, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2168-2, $19.95 paper, ISBN

0-8263-1884-3. )

La Musica de los Viejitos offers a concise history and description of Hispano folk music found in New Mexico. Often overlooked, New Mexico like
other former territories once claimed by Spain and Mexico is rich in both
cultural and musical practices. The art forms and other cultural expressions
found in the state are often unique, defined by the particular history of the
region. The authors of this book have produced a much-needed text that
provides the historical context for the folk music from the New Mexico region, and offers the song texts, musical transcriptions, photographs and descriptions of accompanying dance forms.
The book is organized around the major genres that make up most of the
region's Hispano folk music. The authors address historically, contextually,
and musically The Romances, Relaciones, Inditas, Corridos, and Canciones
music for ceremonial and religious events, and music for dances, theatre, and
other more enigmatic forms such as the Matachines. They also thoughtfully
provide an index of terminology that is helpful for readers not familiar with
these genres. The book also contains a wonderful series of photographs of the
Hispano folk musicians, who provided much of the information in the book.
The authors thoughtfully present the material and credit their information
to the folk musicians whom they interviewed. They also do a beautiful job of
providing abundant information without getting bogged down in musical
terminology and technical information, making the book accessible to both
musical and non-musical readers.
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La Musica de los Viejitos will be useful to individuals interested in folk
music in the region as well as individuals studying cultural history, ethnomusicology, and anthropology. The book provides a wealth of information
and beckons the reader to learn more aboutthe rich musical traditions found
in the Rio Grande region.
Maria Williams
University of New Mexico

The Suppression of Salt of the Earth: How Hollywood, Big Labor, and Politicians Blacklisted a Movie in Cold War America. By James J. Lorence. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xv + 279 pp. 40 halftones,
maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-20279, $19·95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-2028-7.)

In his clearly organized and well written The Suppression of Salt of the
Earth, author James J. Lorence traces the suppression during the Cold War
era of perhaps the most important-in social terms-feature film in the history of U.S. independent cinema. Salt of the Earth, produced in the early
195os, was not merely a semidocumentary account of a miners' strike in New
Mexico; it was also an engaging, realist narrative featuring down-to-earth
working-class characters attempting to improve their socioeconomic situation. Long before the sixties, this film proudly boasted a triple commitment:
feminist, pro-Mexican American, and pro-labor.
Lorence begins by sketching the sociopolitical and historical context of
the Cold War period. Specific topics examined include the rise of anticommunism in Hollywood and in the bureaucratized labor movement, the struggle of the Mexican American Left for worker dignity, postwar corporatism,
and Chicana activism. The author recounts the 1950 strike by Local 890 of
the International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Wo'rkers against Empire
Zinc in Bayard, New Mexico. The origins of the Salt of the Earth project are
scrutinized, as is the opposition to the film by powerful individuals such as
movie mogul Howard Hughes and congressman Donald L. Jackson, and organizations such as the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. Lorence then examines the subsequent suit brought by the filmmakers,
who alleged conspiracy and boycott in restraint of trade. Finally, the author
considers the historical legacies of this unusual movie-making project, which
had brought together blacklisted Hollywood figures, determined union activists, and rank-and-file unionists and their spouses.
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To trace the suppression of the film, Lorence draws widely on previously
published material (e.g., director Herbert Biberman's Salt ofthe Earth: The
Story ofa Film), public and private archives, and interviews he and others
conducted. The result is felicitous in that Lorence's book offers a thoroughly
contextualized, far-ranging, well-argued, and precisely doc).1mented account
that supersedes previous ones. The Suppression of Salt of the Earth is a model
for the scholarly case study: it explores with thoroughness and objectivity
an important instance of the suppression of thought and expression in U.S.
cultural history. Furthermore, the University of New Mexico Press has solidly supported its author by providing the necessary scholarly apparatus: extensive endnotes, appendixes, an easy-to-use index, and a clearly organized
bibliography.
Dennis West
University of Idaho

All Our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life. By Winona LaDuke.
(Cambridge, Mass.: South End Press; Minneapolis: Honor the Earth, 1999.
vii + 241 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8960-86003, $16.00 paper, ISBN 0-8960-8599-6.)
I first saw Winona LaDuke at an environmental journalist's conference.
She was on a panel consisting almost entirely of old White guys, some of
them prominent newspapermen whose names I had grown up respecting. By
comparison with LaDuke, their approach seemed extraordinarily shallow.
LaDuke was approximately my age, a Harvard graduate, a woman, and an
impassioned speaker. Her multidisciplinary perspective reflected the Native
American dictum to think about how one's decisions would affect the seventh generation after us.
The idea that biological and cultural diversity are being lost simultaneously, and that both losses are related is central to LaDuke's thinking. She
states this clearly on the first page of her book: "There is a direct relationship
between the loss of cultural diversity and the loss of biodiversity. Wherever
Indigenous peoples remain, there is also a corresponding enclave of biodiversity" (p. 1).
In this statement lie the strength and weakness of LaDuke's book, which
profiles a number ofNative American environmental activists and their causes.
Certainly, the relationship between Native Americans and the environment is
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far less abusive than the history of European settlement in North America.
However, increasing evidence suggests that the Asians who crossed the Bering Land Bridge wiped out many of the large animal species that roamed the
North American continent at the time. These species included giant sloths,
camels, enormous bears twice the size of a modern-day grizzly, saber-toothed
cats, and a species of small horses. Accounts by early western explorers like
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark indicate that Native Americans were
as limited by the preindustrial nature of their lives as by their admirable coevolution with the natural landscape.
Shades ofgray like this are rare in All Our Relations. Didacticism permeates the book, although alleviated by flashes of unpretentious humanity. The
most engaging moments come when LaDuke acknowledges her own role as
the bridge between two worlds. When she visits a traditional Seminole community, she writes: "We talked, and two or three young Seminole women
looked over my shoulder as I furiously typed on my portable computer. ...
They all seemed to nod approvingly at my white man's technology put to use.
It may not be their path, but they can work with it" (p. 40).
Certainly LaDuke's cause is a good one. At its best, her book provides a
window to a world inaccessible to many of us. All Our Relations is a good
primer for activists looking for information ort Native American and cuttingedge biodiversity issues covered infrequently and often poorly by the media.
However, I wish that an editor had worked with this important thinker to craft
a book-one that could earn a wider audience-with a consistent tone, a
more balanced argument, and much more of the humor and humanity that
the reader only glimpses here.
Susan Zakin
Tucson, Arizona

A Portal to Paradise: 11,537 Years, More or Less, on the Northeast Slope of the
Chiricahua Mountains: Being a Fairly Accurate and Occasionally Anecdotal
History ofThat Part of Cochise County, Arizona, and the Country Immediately Adjacent, Replete With Tales of Glory and Greed, Heroism and Depravity, and Plain Hard Work. By Alden Hayes. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1999. xxx + 359 pp. 48 halftones, maps, bibliographic essay. $29.95
cloth, ISBN 0-8165-1785-1, $19.95 paper, ISBN o-8165-2i44-1.)
The Archaeological Society ofNew Mexico honored Alden Hayes with its
annual volume of collected papers ten years after his 1975 retirement as a
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National Park Service archeologist. He had a distinguished career in directing
surveys and excavations at Mesa Verde National Park, at Gran Quivira National
Monument, and finally with the National Park Service's Chaco Center.
In retirement, Hayes wrote A Portal to Paradise, which concerns the people who lived in, passed through, or had some connection with the northeastern slope of the Chiricahua Mountains in southeastern Arizona and eastward
to Rodeo, New Mexico. He ranched in this area before entering the Park
Service and returned to it upon his retirement. He says in the preface that this
is a story, not a treatise, and while it is not meant to be a piece ofscholarship,
it is not fiction either. A Portal to Paradise is Hayes's own personal account
of the country and the people to whom he felt closest.
The story moves chronologically, with the first five chapters summarizing
what is known about the local prehistory, the Apache occupation, along with
Spanish explorations and campaigning, such early American travelers as the
Forty-Niners and John Russell Bartlett, the surveys and stage lines of the later
185os, and the Civil War era. For these time periods, the author draws upon
standard written sources.
The last eight chapters are very different. These have titles such as "Galeyville," "Cowboys and Indians," "Geronimo's Time," "The End of the Frontier," "Portal," and "The Nesters," that carry the reader up to 1941. For these
accounts the author relies on oral history, manuscript sources, and lesserknown writings such as the Chiricahua Bullsheet. These chapters are local
history, and much of the content is anecdotal. A great many individuals, most
of whom will be unfamiliar to persons outside southeastern Arizona, find
mention in these pages. The many personalities soon become blurred although some are mentioned in more than one chapter. Unfortunately there
is no index to help the reader keep track of the names.
The title, A Portal to Paradise, plays upon the names of two early-twentieth-century communities at the eastern base of the mountains. The photographs, many from family holdings, are excellent. A bibliographic essay notes
the written sources used and many of the oral ones. Actual errors are few: the
1875 dates on p. 90 should read 1874; Lieutenant Maus was Crawford's second in command (p. 161); and the namesake of Luna, New Mexico, was
Solomon Luna (p. 190). Descendents of early settlers and current residents
of the Chiricahuas will value this book, and outlaw-lawman historians
should find useful leads in the first part of chapter 7- The emphasis upon
personalities and family histories place A Portal to Paradise alongside local
histories such as Do You Remember Luna? One Hundred Years of Pioneer
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History, 1883-1993 (1983),Fence Lake, New Mexico Area: Families and History (1987), and James Sullivan's history of Monticello and Sierra County,
New Mexico entitled A New Mexican Family: Tafoya-Sullivan and the Origins of Sierra County (1994)'
John P. Wilson
Las Cruces, New Mexico

The Politics of Fieldwork: Research in an American Concentration Camp. By
Lane Ryo Hirabayashi. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1999. xii + 219
pp. Halftones, appendix, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-18645, $17·95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-2146-8.)
On 19 February 1942, following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, giving the U.S. Army the authority to establish zones from which U.S. citizens and aliens might be removed.
On 16 March, Western Defense Commander, Lieutenant DeWitt initiated
plans for the removal and detention of all people of Japanese ancestry living
along the Pacific coast and portions of Arizona. The following day President
Roosevelt established the War Relocation Authority (WRA) to supervise their
removal and detention. By June, 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, twothirds of whom were American citizens, had been removed from their homes
and transferred to American concentration camps administered by the WRA.

The Politics of Fieldwork: Research in an American Concentration Camp
is an account of the experiences of Dr. Tamie Tsuchiyama who, as an anthropology doctoral student, was hired to conduct ethnographic fieldwork in a
World War II American concentration camp. While various aspects of their
experiences have been studied, Hirabayashi's book focuses on the little
known experiences of ethnic Japanese assistants who conducted ethnographic fieldwork in these camps.
Hirabayashi reconstructed the experience ofTamie Tsuchiyama, a Nisei
from Hawai'i. In 1942 Tsuchiyama accepted a staff research position under
Dorothy Thomas, director of the University of California's Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Study (JERS), and became the primary
JERS fieldworker in the Santa Anita "assembly center." By August Tsuchiyama moved to Poston, a camp that was located south of Parker, Arizona,
on land of the Mojave and Chemehuevi Indians, where she worked until
July 1944·
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Through an inventory ofTsuchiyama's perso.nalletters, field notes, reports, and other archival sources, Hirabayashi has reconstructed her field
experience and, in the process, sheds light on the pressures and ethical, political, and practical constrains ethnic Japanese field assistants experienced.
Hirabayashi argues that Tsuchiyama, who "was used as a 'data collector' by
Thomas" (p. 117), represented a historical trend "in which Europeans or EuroAmericans have utilized field assistants who were people of color" (p. 164)'
Academic hierarchy exacerbates this trend "when those who are in the position to develop and publish ethnographies are the European or EuroAmerican scholars, not the field assistants of color" (p. 164). He correctly
points out, however, that Tsuchiyama voluntarily chose the role of principal
fieldworker for JERS in Poston. Although Hirabayashi quotes his primary
sources too abundantly and includes subordinate material that obstructs his
thesis, the book, in its entirety, presents excellent primary data, sheds light on
an understudied topic, and provides an important thesis that is also a lesson
in ethics for Euroamerican social scientists. The book will be invaluable for
scholars interested in World War II concentration camps, particularly in the
Southwest.
Orit Tamir, Ph.D.
Department of Behavioral Sciences
New Mexico Highlands University

Book Notes

Argentine Caudillo: Juan Manuel de Rosas. By John Lynch. Latin American
Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001. xi + 185 pp.
Map, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2897-8,
$19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2898-6.)
Alternative Leadership Strategies in the Prehispanic Southwest. Edited by
Barbara J. Mills. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2000. x + 299 pp. Halftones, maps, charts, tables, graphs, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-8165-2028-3.)
The American West: The Invention of a Myth. By David Murdoch. (Cardiff,
Wales: Welsh Academic Press, 1996; reprint, Reno: University ofNevada Press,
2001. xii + 136 pp. Bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-87417-369-8.)
The American West: The Reader. Edited by Walter Nugent and Martin Ridge.
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999. xvi + 335 pp. Halftones, map,
tables, notes, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 0-253-33530-2, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-25321290-1. )
Cardenas Compromised: The Failure ofReform in Postrevolutionary Yucatan.
By Ben Fallaw. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2001. x + 222 pp. Map,
notes, bibliography, index. $54-95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-2758-9, $18.95 paper, ISBN
0-8223-2767-8. )
Chicano/Latino Homoerotic Identities. Edited by David Williams Foster.
Latin America Studies Series. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1999. xi + 367
pp. Halftones, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. ho.oo cloth, ISBN 0-81533228-9')
Chicano Renaissance: Contemporary Cultural Trends. Edited by David R.
Maciel, Isidro D. Ortiz, and Marfa Herrera-Sobek. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2000. xxxiii + 330 pp. Halftones, line drawing, notes, bibliography,
index. $45.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-8165-2020-8, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-2021-6.)
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Culture Wars in Brazil: The First Vargas Regime, 1930-1945. By Daryle Williams. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2001. xxii + 346 pp. Color
plates, halftones, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth,
ISBN

0-8223-2708-2, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8223-2719-8.)

Documents of United States Indian Policy. 3rd ed. Edited by Francis Paul
Prucha. (1975; reprint, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000. xii + 396
pp. Bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8032-3728-6, $25.00 paper, ISBN
0-8032-8762-3·)

Girl ofthe Manzanos. By Barbara Spencer Foster. First Fiction Series. (Santa
Fe: Sun Stone Press, 2001. 176 pp. $22.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-86534-313-6.)

The Gold Rush Diary ofRam6n Gil Navarro. By Ramon Gil Navarro. Edited
and translated by Marfa del Carmen Ferreyra and David S. Reher. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2000. xx + 305 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-8032-3343-4.)

Guilt by Association: Essays on Japanese Settlement, Internment, and Relocation in the Rocky Mountain West. Edited by Mike Mackey. (Powell, Wyo.:
Western History Publications, 2001. 289 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $18.95 paper,

ISBN

0-9661556-4-5.)

Heaven's Window: A Journey Through' Northern New Mexico. By Michael
Wallis, photographs by Jack Parsons. (Portland, Ore.: Graphic Arts Center Publishing Co., 2001. 120 pp. 92 color plates. $27.00 cloth, ISBN 1-55868-547-2.)

Indigenous Struggle at the Heart ofBraziI: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and
the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988. By Seth Garfield. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2001. xii + 316 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $59.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-8223-2661-2, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8223-2665-5.)

Integral Outsiders: The American Colony in Mexico City, 1876-1911. By
William Schell Jr. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.:
Scholarly Resources, 2001. xix + 274 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-8420-2838-2.)

Kiowa, Apache, and Comanche Military Societies: Enduring Veterans, 1800
to the Present. By William C. Meadows. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1999. xx + 495 pp. Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-292-75212-1.)
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The Mexican American Orquesta: Music, Culture, and the Dialectic ofCon{lict. By Manuel Peria. (Austin: The University of Texas, 1999· xii + 350 pp.
Halftones, musical scores, notes, selected discography, bibliography, index.
h5·00 cloth,

ISBN

0-292-76568-x, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

0-292-76587-8.)

Mr. Polk's Army: The American Military Experience in the Mexican War. By
Richard Bruce Winders. Texas A&M University Military History Series, no. 51.
(1997; reprint, College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2001. xvi + 284 pp.
Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper, ISBN 1-58544-162-7.)

The Northern Navajo Frontier 1860-1900: Expansion Through Adversity. By
Robert S. McPherson. (1988; reprint, Logan: Utah State University, 2001. viii
+ 133 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 087421-424-6 .)

A Parisian in Brazil: The Travel Account of a Frenchwoman in Nineteenth-

Century Rio de Janeiro. By Adele Toussaint-Samson, translated by Emma
Toussaint, edited and introduced by June E. Hahner. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001. xxvii + 121 pp.
Halftones, notes, appendix. $50.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-8420-2855-2.)

ISBN

0-8420-2854-4, $17.95 paper,

Romance Philology: Documenting the Colonial Experience, with Special Regard to Spanish in the American Southwest, vol. 53, issues 1-2. Edited by Jerry
Craddock and Barbara De Marco. (Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols Publishers,
Fall 1999-Spring 2000. $25.00 paper,

NO ISBN ASSIGNED.)

Sacagawea's Son: The Life ofJean Baptiste Charbonneau. By Marion Tinling.
(Missoula, Mont.: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 2001. vii + 125 pp.
Halftones, map, bibliography, index. $10.00 paper,

ISBN

0-87842-432-6.)

The Tale OfHealer Miguel Perdomo Neira: Medicine, Ideologies, and Power
in the Nineteenth-Century Andes. By David Sowell. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001. xix + 171 pp.
Notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth,
ISBN

ISBN

0-8420-2826-9, $19.95 paper,

0-8420-2827-7.)

The Tribute ofBlood: Army, Honor, Race, and Nation in Brazil, 1864-1945. By
Peter M. Beattie. Latin American Otherwise Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2001. xxiv + 390 pp. Halftones, map, tables, appendixes, notes,
index. $54-95 cloth,

ISBN

0-8223-2733-3, $18,95 paper,

ISBN

0-8223-2743-0.)
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Vagrants and Citizens: Politics and the Masses in Mexico City from Colony
to Republic. By Richard Warren. Latin American Silhouttes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources. ix + 202 pp. Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2964-8.)
Valley, Plains and Sky an Environmental History of the Middle Pecos: Volume
I ofAlong the East Bank ofthe Pecos: A Tale of Four Fort Sumners and Beyond.
By Dan Scurlock and H. R. Parsons. (Fort Sumner, N.Mex.: Friends of Fort
Sumner's Heritage, 2001. iii + 108 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, bibliography.
$ GRATIS, paper, NO ISBN ASSIGNED.)
At War with Mexico: A Fictional Mosaic. By Bruce Cutler. Literature of the
American West Series, vol. 6. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001.
x + 209 pp. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3264-7.)

Weaving the Dance: Navajo Yeibichai Textiles (1910-1950). By Rebecca M.
Valette and Jean-Paul Valette. (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
2001.72 pp. 51 color plates, halftones, map, bibliography. $19.95 paper, ISBN
0-9 6 33710-2-9.)

Where Pavement Ends: Five Native American Plays. By William S. Yellow
Robe Jr. American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series, vol. 37.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xvi + 169 pp. $24.95 cloth,
ISBN 0-8061-3265-5.)
Wild West Shows. By Paul Reddin. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1999.
xvi + 312 pp. 20 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-25202464-8, $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-252-06787-8.)
William Z. Foster and the Tragedy ofAmerican Radicalism. By James R. Barrett. The Working Class in American History Series. (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 2000. xiii + 352 pp. Halftones, notes, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN
0252-02046-4. )

News Notes

People

Thomas Chavez will be leaving his post as director of the Palace of the Governors in March to become head of the Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque beginning 14 March 2002.

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

The National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum invites entries for its
2002 Western Heritage Awards. The award is given to winning entries in
specified categories of western literature, music, film, and television produced during the 2001 year. For more information about eligibility, categories, and guidelines, contact the National Cowboy and Western Heritage
Museum, 1700 Northeast Thirty-third Street, Oklahoma City, OK 731117997,

website: www.cowboyhalloffame.org.

The Division of Education Programs of the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) offers the 2002 Humanities Focus Grants. The grants,
typically one year in duration, support collaborative study of significant humanities topics and enable educators to map institutional directions for
teaching the humanities. The National Endowment for the Humanities
supports schoolteachers and college faculty in the United States who wish to
strengthen teaching and learning in history, literature, foreign languages and
cultures, and other areas of the humanities. The Focus Grants are particularly appropriate and are encouraged for first-time applicants. The NEH staff
urges consultation with program staffprior to submitting an application. The
application deadline is 15 April 2002. For additional information contact the
Division of Education Programs, National Endowment for the Humanities,
Room 302, HOO Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20506,
(202) 606-8380 phone, or see the grant website: www.neh.gov/grantsl
grants.html.
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The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University
ofOklahoma seeks applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which provides
financial assistance to researchers conducting research in the Center's archives. Awards of$5oo-$1000 are normally granted as reimbursement for travel
and lodging. The Center's holdings include the papers of many distinguished
members of Congress and the collections also document government policy
affecting agriculture, Native Americans, energy, foreign affairs, the environment, the economy, and other areas. Most materials date from the 1920S to the
1970s. Applications are accepted at any time throughout the year. The Center's
collections are described on its website along with details regarding the application process: www.ou.edu/special/albertctr/archives/.

Archives. Exhibits, and Historic [Web] Sites
The Online Archive of New Mexico (OANM), a database of historical source
materials in New Mexico, is now available at http://eLibrary.unm.edu/oanm.
The database contains information on over one thousand archival collections
and materials covering more than four hundred years of New Mexico history.
The website database describes holdings at four major repositories: Center for
Southwest Research, University of New Mexico General Library, Albuquerque; Fray Angelico Chavez History Library, Palace ofthe Governors, Santa Fe;
New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe; and Rio Grande
Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library, Las Cruces. The
OANM provides detailed descriptions of the materials in these collections
along with four hundred facsimiles of documents and photographs.
The New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum presents "'To Get the
Job Done': Employing Prisoners ofWar in New Mexico Agriculture During
World War II." This exhibit on the employment of German and Italian prisoners ofwar in New Mexico agriculture during World War II begins 12 January 2002 and runs through 7 July 2002. The museum address is 4100 Dripping
Springs Road, Las Cruces, NM 88011, or call (505) 522-4100 phone.
The Amon Carter Museum, presents "The Artists and the American West:
A Century ofWestern Art." The exhibition, celebrating forty years of westernart collecting, includes ninety paintings, sculptures, watercolors, drawings,
photographs and rare books by fifty-two artists who depicted the North American frontier. The museum address is 3501 Camp Bowie Boulevard, Fort
Worth, TX 76107-2695. For more information contact Carol Noel at (817)
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738-1933, ext. 5066 phone; email: carol.noel@cartermuseum.org; or website:
www.cartermuseum.org.
Calendar of Events
20-23

March: The American Society for Environmental History conference,

"Producing and Consuming Natures," will be held in Denver, Colorado.
Christopher Sellers is the contact person at the Department of History, State
University ofNew York at Stony Brook, Stony Brook, NY 11794; (631) 632-7514
phone; or e-mail: csellers@notes.cc.sunysb.edu.
29

March: The preregistration deadline for the Thirty-third Annual Conference

of the Western Association ofWomen Historians to be held at the Huntington
Library in San Marino, CA, 1<{-21 April 2002. For a full conference program and
registration forms go to www.wawh.org or contact Amy Essington, 7043 East
Hanbury Street, Long Beach, CA 9°808-2321 or e-mail: aessington@aol.com.
1

April: Submission deadline for "Lewis and Clark: The Unheard Voices," a

conference hosted by Penn State University, 14-16 November 2002. The
Conference will reexamine the two-hundred-year impact of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition on peoples, cultures, and the environment. Christopher
Dufour is the contact person at (814) 863-5100 phone, or see the conference
website: www.LewisAndClark.outreach.psu.edu.

5April: Deadline for paper and panel proposals for the thirty-seventh Northern Great Plains History Conference that will be held 9-12 October in Minneapolis, Minnesota. For more information about the conference contact
Chris Kimball, Academic Vice President, Augsburg College, 2211 Riverside
Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55454 or e-mail: ngphc@augsburg.edu.

4-6 April: The National Association of Ethnic Studies, Inc., Thirtieth Annual
Conference. The conference title is "Transborderrrranscultural Perspectives
and Race, Ethnicity, Class, Gender, and Sexuality." The conference will be
held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. For more information contact the National Association for Ethnic Studies, College of Arts and Sciences, Arizona State University West, 4701 West Thunderbird Road-MC3051,
Glendale, J\Z 85306-49°8; (602) 543-4111 phone; e-mail: naesi@asu.edu; or
website: www.ethnicstudies.org.
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April: The Forty-fourth Annual Western Social Science Association
Conference will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico. For information,
contact the WSSA President-Elect and General Program Coordinator:
Nicholas C. Peroff, 211 Bloch School, University of Missouri-Kansas City,

10-13

Kansas City, MO 64110; (816) 235-2341 phone; e-mail: peroffn@umkc.edu; or
website: www.wssa.asu.edu
10-14 April:

Forty-sixth Rocky Mountain Council on Latin American Studies

(RMCLAS) conference will be held in Portland, Oregon, at the downtown
Portland Marriott. Friedrich Schuler is the contact person at the Department
of History, P.O. Box 751, Portland State University, Portland, OR 972°7-°751;
(503) 725-3988 phone; (503) 725-4882 fax; or e-mail: friedrich@ch2.ch.pdx.edu.
11-13

April: The New Mexico-Arizona Joint History Convention, Las

Cruces, New Mexico. Bruce Dinges is the contact person at the Arizona Historical Society, 949 East Second Street, Tucson, AZ 85719; (520) 628-5774
phone; John P. Bloom is the New Mexico contact person at (505) 382-°722;
or see the conference website: www.arizonahistory.org.

26-28 April: The Center for the Southwest in the University ofNew Mexico in
History Department will hold a conference titled "Paradise Paved: Utopia and
the City in the Southwest." The conference will feature a keynote address by
Chris Wilson, J. B. Jackson Professor ofArchitecture and Planning at the University of New Mexico, and paper presentations from other nationally recognized scholars. The conference will also feature panel presentations and a
series of "Street Talks," discussing the consequences of utopian aspirations in
Southwestern cities, at sites in downtown Albuquerque. All conference events
will be held on campus (except the "Street Talks") and are free and open to the
public. For more information, contact Cindy Tyson in the Center for the
Southwest at (505) 277-7688 phone or e-mail: ctyson@unm.edu.
27-29 April: The New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance annual conference, "Enchantment at the Speed of Life: Preservation in the Land of
Manana," will be held in Silver City, NM. For more information contact
Julianne Fletcher at (505) 989-7745 phone or toll free (866) 7oo-NMHP, or
e-mail: nmhpa@earthlink.net.
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10-19 May: The State of New Mexico Cultural Affairs Historic Preservation
Division celebrates the 2002 New Mexico Heritage Preservation Week.
Events include tours of archaeological sites that are not generally open to the
public, demonstrations of historic and prehistoric crafts and technology,
walking tours of historic districts, historic home tours, along with lectures,
exhibits and slide programs. The Week's events will begin with the New Mexico Preservation Awards ceremony on 10 May. If you have questions about
Preservation Week, please contact Jesse Bopp at (505) 476-9788 phone;
e-mail: jbopp@stlib.nm.us; or website: www.museums.state.nm.us.
17-19 May: Buffalo Bill Historical Center (BBHC) presents "One West, Two
Myths: Comparing Canada and the United States," an interactive conference
exploring the issues of frontier, West, myths, and empire in comparative perspective through the experience of historians, geographers, business, and border populations. For more information see BBHC website: www.bbhc.org; or
contact Dr. Robert B. Pickering, BBHC Deputy Director for Collections and
Education at (307) 578-4°43 or bobp@bbhc.org.
1-4 August: The 2002 American Historical Association-Pacific Coast Branch
Meeting will be in Tucson, 1\2. The conference theme is "Borders and History: Exploring the Places Between." Contact the Pacific Coast Branch at
Pepperdine University, Office of the Seaver Dean, Malibu, CA 90263-4280
or e-mail: dbaird@pepperdine.edu.
7-10 November: The journal, Film and History, presents a conference titled
"The American West(s) in Film, Television, and History" to be held in Kansas City, KS. For more information contact Peter C. Rollins, Popular Culture
Center, RR 3 Box 80, Cleveland, OK 74°20-9515; e-mail: rollinsspc@aol.com;
or website: www.filmandhistory.org.
1 Septemb~r:

Paper and panel submission deadline for the American Society
for Environmental History (ASEH) Annual Meeting entitled "Frontiers in
Environmental History: Mainstreaming the 'Marginal.'" The Meeting will
be held in Providence, RI, in March 2003. For more informati~n, contact
Ravi Rajan, ASEH Program Committee Chair at Department of Environmental Studies, University ofCalifornia, Santa Cruz, CA 95064 or the ASEH
website: www2.h-net.msu.edu/~environ/.
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